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Today the Commonwealth day is being celebrated by the CPA branches
all over the world. First time in the History of our province, we are
celebrating the commonwealth day falling on 13th March 2017. Now |,

briefly explain the History of commonwealth.

The Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA) was



founded in 1911 at a meeting of Heads of Government in Westminster
Hall, as the then Empire Parliamentary Association and its affairs were
administrated by the UK Branch. The regional Members were Australia,
Canada, New Found-land, Newzeland, South Africa and the United
Kingdom. The organization works to support good governance,
democracy and human rights. As of 1989 the CPA acknowledges as
Patron, the Head of Commonwealth, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth-Il and
as Vice Patron, by rotation Head of State of the Commonwealth National
Government hosting its upcoming Annual Commonwealth Parliamentary
Conferences. The Association's supreme authority is the General
Assembly constituted by delegates to the Annual Commonwealth
Conference. The business and activities are managed by Executive which
reports to the General Assembly. The CPA's funds are derived from
membership fees by its branches, as well as from trust funds and
benefactors.

The official publication of the Commonwealth Parliamentary

Association is the Parliamentarian, the journal of commonwealth
parliamentarian. The organization administers the Commonwealth
Women Parliamentarians (CWP), a group across the Commonwealth
which promotes greater representation for women in parliament and the
commonwealth youth parliament, and annual gathering of young people
hosted by the Commonwealth Parliament. The CPA currently has 181
branches and is divided into nine (9) regions i.e. Africa, Asia, Australia,
British, Ice-land and Mediteranean, Canada, Caribean, America and
Atlantic, India, Pacific and South-East Asia. The CPA Secretariat is based
in London.

The Balochistan Provincial Assembly by a unanimously adopted



Resolution became Member of Commonwealth Parliamentary Association

since 1994. Since then the CPA Balochistan Branch (Pakistan) is actively
participating in the CPA events viz annual conferences, workshops and
seminars held worldwide from time to time. Indeed this forum provides
Parliamentarians an opportunity of get-together and sharing the
knowledge and experiences in the specific field of parliamentary tools and
practices.

The initiatives of the CPA for the promotion and development of
democracy are commendable and appreciable. At this moment of
celebration of Commonwealth Day, CPA Balochistan Branch (Pakistan)
gives the message of felicitation to the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association with the hope that the Commonwealth will continue its efforts

for strengthening the democratic institution s. | wish all the best for the
future for them. Thank you.
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ORDER

In exercise of the power confered on me by Article 109(b) of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan 1973, | Muhammad Khan Achakzai, Governor of
Blochistan hereby order that on conclusion of business this session of
Provincial Assembly of Balochistan shall stand prorogued on Monday the

13th March, 2017.
A Oy 2
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