TO BE PURLISHED IN THE NEXT
ISSUE OF BALOCHISTAN GAZETTE

BALOCHISTAN  PROVINCIAL  ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT.

Dated Ouetta, the 17" March, 2075

NOTIFICATION.

No.PAB/Legis:V(13)/2025/4770. The Balochistan Mines and Minerals Bill, 2025
il Noo T3 0l 2025) having been passed by the Provincial Assembly of Balochistan on 12t
March, 2025 and assented to by the Governor Balochistan, on 14th March, 2025 is hereby

published as an Act of the Balochistan Provincial Assembly.

THE BALOCHISTAN MINES AND MINERALS ACT 2025
ACT NO. XIII OF 2025.

AN
ACT

to develop an internationally competitive, stable and enabling enuvironment for
domestic and foreign tnvestment in the mining and minerals sector in the Province of
Balochistan by the establishment of efficient and transparent administrative, legal and fiscal
rameworks, which are substantially consistent with the administrative, legal and fiscal
raumeworks implemented by each other province in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and for
mawdental and other purposes.

It 1s hereby enacted as follows:

PART I
PRELIMINARY

1. Short Title: - This Act may be cited as the Balochistan Mines and Minerals Act,

2025
2. Commencement: - This Act shall come 1nto operation at once.

3. Application:- (]] Subject to sub-Section (2) of Section 3 below, this Act shall
extend 1o the whole of the Province.

(2) The provisions of this Act shall not apply to any licence, lease, permuit,
muneral agreement, Negotated Agreement or Qualified Investment as specified in

sub-Secuon (4) of Secuon 122

(3 Notwithstanding anything else to the contrary, this Act shall not apply to
mineral resources necessary for the generation of nuclear energy, mineral oil and



natural gas, and no Mineral Titles may be applied for

granted or awarded in respect

of anv such resources under this Act.

4. Definitions: - (1) In this Act, w1
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1less the context otherwise requircs,-

“Additional Director General” mecans a tquﬂjitﬁcrcll E;Eﬂgr?tr;ﬂnui;r
- ' ' * d by the Department O _ .
or geologist duly nominate C] ditional dis
' cupi tion of an addition ector
fitness basis who occupies the posi . _
general of the Directorate General Mines and Minerals 1n accordance

with sub-Section (2) of Section-6 of this Act;

' ibunal for
means the Balochistan Appellate TI‘EI
blished under Section 25 (Establishment of
e orders made by the

r Minerals Licensing

“Appellate Tribunal’
Mines and Minerals esta .
Appellate Tribunal) to hear appeals agamstlth
DMLC. the Licensing Authority or the Mino
Authority (as applicable) under this Act;

“Auction Committee” means the auction cumm@ttee estgbhshed
under Section 14 (Establishment of Auction Cnrr{mt:ttee) which may
be delegated responsibilities and powers to admlm_ster the process
for auctions and competitive bidding proceedings, as more
particularly described in Section 15 (Powers and Functions uf._Auctmn
Committee) and Schedule 9 (Procedure for Bidding Proceedings) of

this Act;

“Authorised Officer” means as the context requires any pfﬁcer
delegated with power under this Act including any uff_icer nominated
by the Director General under sub-Section (2) of Section-7 , OT by the
Licensing Authority or Minor Minerals Licensing Authorty under

sub-Sections 5 of section 9 and sub-section 2 of section 11;

“Challan” means a document, in the form of the template set out in

Schedule 7 (Template Challan) of the Act, which may be issued m
respect of the specific offences listed in Schedule 6 (List of Mineral

Offences Where Challan May be Issued) of the Act through the
process more particularly described under Section 106

(Considerations for Determining Fines) and 107 (Imposition of Fine
Through Challan); .

“Company” means a company as defined in the Companies Act,
2017 (Act No. XIX of 2017), incorporated under the laws of the

Islamic Republic of Pakistan,

“Constitution” means the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, 1973;

“Department” means the [Mines and Minerals Development
Department Balochistan established for the purpose of the
administration of this Act in accordance with Section 35

(Establishment of Department);

“Director Exploration” means the qualified mining engineer or
geologist, duly nominated by the Department in accordance with



0)

(K)

M

(m)

(n)

(P)

sub-Section 2 of section 17, who occupies the position of director of
the Exploration Promotion Division of DGMM;

“Director General” means the qualified mining engineer or
geologist, duly nominated by the Department on the basis of
seniority-cum-fitness in accordance with sub-Section 2 of section 6,
who occupies the position of director general of the Directorate

General Mines and Minerals;

“Director Licensing” means a qualified mining engineer or
geologist, duly nominated by the Department in accordance with
sub-Section 4 of section 9, who occupies the position of director of
the Licensing Division of DGMM and has all powers necessary to

implement the decisions of the Licensing Authority;

“Directorate General Mines and Minerals” or “DGMM” means the
Directorate General Mines and Minerals Balochistan established

under the Department for the purpose of the administration of this
Act,;

“Disposed” has the meaning given to it in sub-Section 3 of section
86, and “Dispose” and “Disposes” shall be interpreted accordingly;

“District Administration” means District Administration of
District;

“District Mining Liaison Committee” or “DMLC” means each
District Mining Liaison Committee established under Section 19
(Establishment of District Mining Liaison Committee) in each district

in the Province to assist the Licensing Authority, Minor Minerals
Licensing Authority and Title Holders to resolve certain Land,

forestry and environmental disputes in respect of their Mineral
Titles;

“District Police/Levies” means Civil law enforcement agencies
working in the District;

“Security Deposit” means the money to be deposited by a bidder in
connection with an auction or competitive bidding procedure in the
amount specified in accordance with Schedule 9 (Procedure for

Bidding Proceedings), Part III (Payment of Security Deposit) of this
Act;

“Enforcement Officer” means the Director Enforcement (BPS-19)
forming part of the senior rank of the Mines and Minerals Force as
provided for in Schedule 11 (Mines and Mineral Force) of this Act;

“Environmental Management Plan” means a plan setting out any
measures which an applicant for a Mineral Title will implement to
conserve and protect the environment and wildlife from potential
pollution or other damage and destruction which may result from
the proposed Reconnaissance Operations, Prospecting Operations,
Exploration Operations or Mining Operations delivered by the
applicant pursuant to sub-Section 2 of section 49, and which has
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been approved by the Environmental Protection Agency In
accordance with the approval of the grant or award of the relevant
Mineral Title by the Licensing Authority or the Minor Minerals
Licensing Authority (as applicable) under Section 58 (Withdrawal,

Grant or Refusal of Application for Mineral Titles);

“Environmental Protection Agency’ mcans Balochistan
Environmental Protection Authority, including its relevant provincial

administrative department;

“Exploration Licence” mecans an exploration licence for Large-scale
Mining as granted under this Act;

“Exploration Operation” means, as the case may be, any operation
for exploration and prospecting purposes, including geological
mapping and the collection of surface and subsurface samples of
Minerals for the purpose of mineralogical examination, assaying and

test work, geochemical analysis, geophysical su.rveying, trenching,
drilling, resource estimation and reserve evaluation, but such work

in relation to Reconnaissance Operations and/or 'Expluratiun
Operations and/or Prospecting Operations shall not mclud*e any
Mining Operations or commercial activity, including, but not limited

to. sale of Minerals;

“Exploration Promotion Division” means the Balochistan
Exploration Promotion Division established under Section 16
(Establishment of Exploration Promotion Division) to collect, analyse
and publish exploration data in respect of the Province and establish
and maintain the geological database contemplated in Section 18
(Geological Database to be Established and Maintained by

Exploration Promotion Division) in accordance with this Act;

“Federal Government” means the government of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, and references to “Federal” shall be construed

accordingly;

“Federal Mineral Wing” means [the functional unit of the Ministry
of Energy (Petroleum Division), Government of Pakistan entrusted

with the responsibility of dealing with the business matters relating
to mines and minerals sector in accordance with the Constitution

and Rules of Business of the Government of Pakistan|;

“Firm” means a partnership registered under the Partnership Act,
1932 (Act No. IX of 1932);

“Forestry Department” means Forest & Wildlife Department
Balochistan,;

“Gazette” means the official gazette published by the Government;

“Geological Survey of Pakistan” means the national organisation
of the Government of Pakistan, which, as per its charter, is primarily
responsible for performing geological surveys for collection and
dissemination of geological information in Pakistan,
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“Good Mining Practices” means the exercise of that degree of skill,
diligence, prudence and foresight which would reasonably and
ordinarily be expected from a skilled and experienced operator
engaged in the mining and minerals sector under the same or similar
circumstances, complying with applicable laws, regulations and
recognised industry standards;

“Government” means the government of the province of
Balochistan;

“Guidelines” means Guidelines made under this Act;

“Human Dwelling” means a cluster of at least fifty (50) houses;

“Idle Mineral Title” means any Mineral Title in respect of Large-
scale Mining or Small-scale Mining (save for a Reconnaissance
Licence, Mineral Deposit Retention Licence, or a Minor Mineral Title)
in relation to which a Title Holder has failed to carry on Explnratiun
Operations and/or Mining Operations (as the case may be) in
accordance with the approved TEFVS delivered in accordance with
sub-Section 2 of section 49, subject to any amendments approved
by the Licensing Authority in accordance with this Act;

“Mineral Investment Facilitation Authority ” means the
Balochistan Minerals Investment Facilitation Authority constituted
under Section 22 (Establishment of Mineral Investment Facilitation
Authnnty] to promote investment in the mining and minerals sector
in the Province and provide strategic leadership and guidance to the
Department;

“Land” includes any surface bearing or expected to bear any Mineral,
land beneath water and the sub-soil of land or any land utilised for
any such Reconnaissance Operations, Prospecting Operations,
Exploration Operations and/or Mining Operations as stipulated
under this Act;

“Land User” means an Organisation or individual who holds a legal
right to use a specific area of Land, whether through an agreement,
a legal easement or any other legal reason;

“Landowner” means an Organisation or individual who owns a
specific area of Land according to a legally valid title;

“Large-scale Mining” means any process of mining with a proposed
capital investment of at least Rs. Five hundred million
(500,000,000), provided thatin respect of any licence, lease or permit
granted by the licensing authority or awarded as part of any auction
or competitive bidding process under Balochistan Mineral Rules,
2002, which shall be considered to have been granted by the
Licensing Authority awarded through an auction or competitive
bidding process in accordance with Section 122 (Repeal and Saving),
Large-scale Mining means any process of mining with a proposed
capital investment of at least Rs. Three hundred million
(300,000,000).
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‘Lateral Limits” means, in relation to an area of Land p:ertaining to
4 Mineral Title, the vertical lines towards the earth passing througp,

the sides by which that area is bounded,

“Licence Area” means the arca of Land, including its Lateral Limitg
to which a Mineral Title relales;

“Licensing Authority” means, for all minerals other than Mingy
Minerals, the Director General of Mines and Minerals Balochistan
established under Section 8 (Establishment of Licensing Authority)
and possessing the powers and functions more particularly
described in Section 9 (Powers and Functions of Licensing Authority).

“Local Communities” means any group or groups of people residing
within the locality and vicinity of a Licence Area, and within a radiyg

not more than 10 km from the Licence Area,

“Mine” means any surface or underground excavation horizonta],
inclined or vertical where any Reconnaissance Operations,
Prospecting Operations, Exploration Operations and/or Mining
Operations have been or are being carried out, and includes all
works, machinery, tramway, ropeway and siding, whether above or
below ground, in or adjacent or belonging to or appurtenant to a

mine;

“Mine Closure Plan” means a plan in the prescribed form setting
out any measures which an applicant for a Mineral Title will
implement to decommission each proposed Mine and rehabilitate
the Land in respect of which the Mineral Title 1s sought, and
delivered by the applicant pursuant to clause (j) of sub-Section (2) of
section 49, and which has been approved by the Licensing Authorty
or the Minor Minerals Licensing Authority (as applicable) in
accordance with the approval of the grant or award of the relevant
Mineral Title by the Licensing Authority or the Minor Minerals
Licensing Authority (as applicable) in accordance with Section 58
(Withdrawal, Grant or Refusal of Application for Mineral Titles),

“Mineral” for the purpose of this Act, means all surface and sub-
surface natural deposits of ores and metals and other metallic and
non-metallic substances with distinctive chemical compositions and
physical properties, including naturally occurring aqueous solutions
containing more than one per cent. (1%) mineral salt, but does not
include mineral oil, natural gas or mineral resources necessary for

the generation of nuclear energy;

“Mineral Agreement” means any mineral agreement entered into
between a Title Holder, the Government and any other Organisation
or individual, in accordance with Section 68 (Eligibility for Mineral

Agreements),

“Mineral Deposit Retention Licence” means a mineral deposit
retention licence for such mineral deposit activities as granted under

this Act;



(ww)  “Mineral Dispatch Invoice” means the invoice issued by the
Director General through its Authorised Officer(s) for the purpose of
transportation of minerals by the Title Holder more particularly

described in Section 71 (Weighing and Dispatch of Minerals) of this
Act;

(xx) “Mineral Group” means a group of Minerals listed in Schedule 1
(Mineral Groups);,

(yy) “Mineral Reserve Area” means any Land in the Province designated
by the Licensing Authority or, in respect of Minor Minerals, the
Minor Minerals Licensing Authority, in accordance with Section 31
(Mineral Reserve Areas) as being an area which,—

(1) contains quantities of Minerals found at mineable sites whose
economic viability is geologically established or projected by
the volume of mineral formations; and

(11) in respect of which a Mineral Title may only be awarded by
the Licensing Authority or the Minor Minerals Licensing

Authority (as applicable) through an auction or competitive
bidding process in accordance with this Act.

(zz) “Mineral Reserve Area Register” means the Balochistan mineral
reserve area register established and maintained by the DGMM

through its Authorised Officer(s) in accordance with sub-section (1)
of Section-13;

(aaa) “Mineral Testing Laboratory” means the mineral testing laboratory

established in the Exploration Promotion Division in accordance
with sub-Section lof Section 111;

(bbb) “Mineral Title” means any of the following licences, permits or
leases granted or awarded under this Act:-

(1) a Reconnaissance Licence;

(11) a Prospecting Licence;

(iiiiy an Exploration Licence;

(iv) a Mineral Deposit Retention Licence,

(V) a Mining Lease (Large-scale Mining);

(vi  a Mining Lease (Small-scale Mining); and
(vi) a Temporary Permit.

(ccc) “Mineral Title Application Register” means the Balochistan
mineral title application register established and maintained by the
DGMM through the Director Licensing and its Authorised Officer(s)
in accordance with sub-Section 1 of section 13;

(ddd) “Mines and Minerals Force” means the enforcement body
established by the Government in accordance with Schedule 11
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ining Ope or the production of Minerals frop,

with the development of a Mine, : _
a Mine, or both, including any geological and geochemic

exploration or extraction and marketing, and “mined” shall have ,

corresponding meaning;

“Minister” means the individual duly nutjﬁe_d by tl'.}e Gﬂj.rernment to
be the minister-in-charge of a department with designation as such:

“Minor Mineral Title” means,—
a Temporary Permit in respect of Minor Minerals; and

a Mining Lease (Small-scale Mining) in respect of Minor

Minerals.
“Minor Minerals” means bajri, shingle, ordinary sand, gravel, and

ordinary stones or any other Mineral prescribed by the Government
as a minor mineral from time to time by notification in the official

Gazette in accordance with sub-Section 1 Of section 30;

(1)

(11)

“Minor Minerals Licensing Authority” means the licensing
authority established in accordance with Section 10 (Establishment
of Minor Minerals Licensing Authority) and performing duties in
respect of Minor Minerals in accordance with Section 11 (Powers and

Functions of Minor Minerals Licensing Authority);

“Organisation” means any corporate entity, company, consortium,
firm or association of persons, registered under the relevant laws,
for the time being in force, and includes a Public Organisation;

“Negotiated Agreement” means a commercial agreement between
one or more persons and the Government, entered into through
private negotiation and without public tendering, regarding the
grant of a licence, lease or other rights to explore, prospect, mine;
refine, develop, process, export, exploit and sell any mineral of
minerals and do any and all other things in relation to mines and
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mineral development; as defined in Section 7 of the Regulation of
Mines and Oil-fields and Mineral Development (Government Control)
Act, 1948 (XXIV of 1048).

“Prescribed” mecans prescribe by Rules, Regulations and Guidelines
made under this Act,

“Prospecting Licence” mcans a prospecting licence for Prospecting
Operations as granted under this Act,

“Prospecting Operation” means, as the case may be, any operation
for prospecting and exploration purposes, including geological
mapping and the collection of surface and subsurface samples of
Minerals for the purpose of mineralogical examination, assaying and
test work, and shall include Mining Operations consistent in their
nature with Small-scale Mining;

“Province” means the province of Balochistan, and “Provincial”
shall be interpreted accordingly;

“Public Organisation” means such Organisation which
independently, or if it is a consortium, the majority shareholders
therein, is/are an entity, agency, corporation, company or other
body or institution established by or under a Federal law or a law of
the Province, or an entity, agency, corporation, company or other
body or institution in which more than fifty per cent. (50%) of the
shares are owned or controlled by the Federal Government or the
Government, and also includes any state-owned enterprise, entity,
agency, corporation or a company, in which more than fifty per cent.
(50%) of the shares are owned or controlled, either directly or
indirectly, by a foreign state;

“Qualified Investment” means the investments, sectors, industries
or projects as may be chosen, approved and duly notified by the
Federal Government as a qualified investment in the First Schedule
to the Foreign Investment (Promotion and Protection) Act, 2022
(XXXV of 2022) and specifically includes the Reko Diq project in the
Province, as described in the First Schedule to the Foreign
Investment (Promotion and Protection) Act, 2022 (XXXV of 2022) on
the commencement date of this Act;

“Rare Earth Minerals” means the minerals declared as such in
Schedule 1 (Mineral Groups) or any other Mineral prescribed by the
Government as such from time to time by notification in the official
Gazette in accordance with sub-Section 2 of section 30;

“Reconnaissance Licence” means a reconnaissance licence for
Reconnaissance Operations as granted under this Act;

“Reconnaissance Operation” means any operation carried out for
a general search of any Mineral by means of aerial photographs and
remote sensing techniques through satellite imageries and airborne
geophysical surveys, for geological mapping and other
reconnaissance stage exploration techniques;
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gp::tizgs and/ Er other related and ancillary operations of a Ming
P work injury, Significant Accident, anqg §

roject, including any D1 o
Ethi:r loss, injury or harmful result arising out of the hazard; y

“Rules” means Rules made under this Act;

ndividual duly notified by the Governmen¢ "

“Secretary” means an i .
occupy the position of administrative head of the Department gp,

designated as such;

“Risk” means a hazar

“Significant Accident” means:

() the death of an individual; or

a serious injury or illness of an individual requiring them t,
have immediate treatment as an inpatient in a hospital for the
amputation of any part of a body, a serious head or eye injury,
a serious burn, the separation of skin from an underlying
tissue, a spinal injury, the loss of a bodily function, serious
lacerations or medical treatment within forty-eight (48) hours

of exposure to a substance; or

(1)

a dangerous incident posing a serious Risk to an individual’s
health or safety;

“Small-scale Mining” means any process of mining with a proposed
capital investment of at least rupees Ten Million (Rs.10,000,000);

(1)

“Social Impact Management Plan” means a plan prepared by an
applicant for a Mineral Title in accordance with sub-Section 2 of
section 82 and delivered pursuant to sub-Section 2 section 49, and
which has been approved by the Licensing Authority in accordance
with the approval of the grant or award of the relevant Mineral Titlé
by the Licensing Authority in accordance with Section 58
(Withdrawal, Grant or Refusal of Application for Mineral Titles);

“Social Impact 8tudy” means a study prepared by an applicant for
a Mineral Title in accordance with sub-Section (1) of section 82 (and
delivered pursuant to sub-Section2 of section 49), and which has
been approved by the Licensing Authority in accordance with the
approval of the grant or award of the relevant Mineral Title by th¢

10
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Licensing Authority in accordance with Section 58 (Withdrawal,
Grant or Refusal of Application for Mineral Titles);

“Special Court” means the existing Court of Judicial Magistrate or
Additional Sessions Judge specified by the Government in
accordance with Schedule 11 (Mines and Mineral Force), paragraph
9(1) to try offences under this Act within its respective jurisdiction;

“Strategic Minerals” means the minerals declared as such in
Schedule 1 (Mineral Groups) or any other Mineral prescribed by the
Government as such from time to time by notification in the official
Gazette in accordance with sub-Section 2 of section 30.

“Tailings Dam” means any facility designed, constructed and
managed to contain tailings resulting from a mining project, which

are processed using dangerous chemicals and which may have an
adverse impact on the environment;

“Technical, Economic & Financial Viability Scheme” or “TEFVS”
means a technical, economic and financial development and
operation scheme in respect of the proposed Reconnaissance
Operations, Exploration Operations, Prospecting Operations or
Mining Operations for Large-scale Mining or Small-scale Mining,
including the applicable details indicated in Schedule 4 (Technical,
Economic & Financial Viability Prerequisites), duly prepared and
authenticated by a Registered Mining Consultant, delivered by the
applicant pursuant to paragraph (1) of sub-Section 2 of section 49
on the Mining Cadastre System, and which has been approved by
the Licensing Authority in accordance with the approval of the grant
or award of the relevant Mineral Title by the Licensing Authority
pursuant to Section 58 (Withdrawal, Grant or Refusal of Application

for Mineral Titles), and as may be updated from time to time with the
prior written approval of the Licensing Authority;

“Temporary Permit” means a permit granted to a relevant
government department or Public Organisation by the Licensing
Authority or Minor Minerals Licensing Authority (as applicable) for
projects of national interest, which shall be valid for a period of three
(3) months, during which period the relevant government

department or Public Organisation shall apply for the grant of
another relevant Mineral Title;

“Title Holder” means,-

(i) in relation to Large-scale Mining, a Company to whom a
Reconnaissance Licence, an Exploration Licence, a Mineral
Deposit Retention Licence or a Mining Lease (Large-scale

Mining), has been granted or awarded under this Act, or has
otherwise been Transferred in accordance with this Act;

(ii) inrelation to Small-scale Mining, other than in respect of Minor
Minerals, a Company or a Firm to whom a Prospecting Licence
or a Mining Lease (Small-scale Mining) has been granted or

11



awarded under this Act, or has otherwise been Transferred in
accordance with this Act;

(iii) in relation to Small-scale Mining in respect of Minor Minerals,
a Company or a Firm to whom a Mining Lease (Small-scale
Mining) in respect of Minor Minerals has been granted or
awarded under this Act, or has otherwise been Transferred in

accordance with this Act; or

(iv) a government department or Public Organisation to whom a
Temporary Permit has been granted or awarded under this Act.

(nnnn) “Transfer’ means to transfer or assign a Mineral Title from one
Company, Firm or individual to another, and “Transferred” shall be

interpreted accordingly;

(0ooo) “Transferee” means a Company, Firm or individual to whom a
Mineral Title is Transferred in accordance with this Act.

(2) In this Act, any reference to “this Act” shall be construed to include any Rules,
Regulations and Guidelines made hereunder from time to time.

(3) In this Act, any reference to “Rs.” Or “~us)” denotes the official currency in
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

12



PART II
ADMINISTRATION AND LICENSING

Establishment of Department: - The Department shall be established to
assist the Government with overseeing the administration of this Act and the
development of policies relating to the mining and minerals sector as directed
by the Government.

Establishment and Administration of Directorate General Mines and
Minerals; (1) The Directorate General Mines and Minerals shall be
established as a subdivision of the Department to assist the Department with,
among others, administering the implementation of and compliance with this
Act in the Province. The DGMM shall comprise of, inter alia, a Licensing
Division and an Exploration Promotion Division.

(2) The Department shall nominate by notification in the official Gazette:

(a) a qualified mining engineer or geologist on the basis of seniority-
cum-fitness as Director General; and

(b) a qualified mining engineer or geologist on the basis of seniority-
cum-fitness as the Additional Director General.

(3) The Directorate General Mines and Minerals shall employ any such
number of geologists, mining engineers, surveyors and such other officers as
may be necessary for the due administration of this Act.

Functions of Director General Mines and Minerals; (1) In addition to any
powers and functions which are expressly provided in this Act, the
Government may from time to time, by notification in the official Gazette:

(a) delegate any of its powers and functions to the Director General,
the Additional Director General, the Director Licensing, the
Director Exploration, relevant Authorised Officers and any other
officer of the Department or DGMM as may be considered
necessary for the due administration of this Act; and

(b) vary or revoke any delegation given by it.

(2) The Director General shall nominate one (1) or more mining engineers
or geologists with substantial experience in the mining and minerals sector
employed in the DGMM as the Authorised Officer(s) in each relevant district,

as applicable, in the Province to:

(a) undertake regular inspections of Licence Areas and

Reconnaissance Operations, Prospecting Operations,
Exploration Operations and Mining Operations in the relevant
district;

(b) review reports submitted by Title Holders in accordance with this
Act in relation to Licence Areas located in the relevant district;

(c) collect (on behalf of the Government) any fees, rents, royalties
and other amounts payable by the Title Holders under this Act
in respect of the grant, award, renewal, conversion, amendment
or Transfer of Mineral Titles, and the conduct of Reconnaissance

13



Operations, Prospecting Operations, Exploration Operations or
Mining Operations in the Province;

(d) issue penalty notices and notices of cancellation of Mineral Titles
to Title Holders who fail to comply with the terms and conditions
of Mineral Titles granted under this Act; and

(e) prepare a quarterly report on non-compliance under this Act and
penalty notices and notices of cancellation of Mineral Titles
issued under this Act, in respect of the relevant district.

(3) The Director General may from time to time:

(a) delegate any of their powers and functions to the Authorised
Officers and any other officer of the DGMM as may be necessary
for the due administration of this Act; and

(b) vary or revoke any delegation given by them.

(4) The District Administration, the District Police and all other
authorities, offices or agencies of the Government in the relevant district shall
render all reasonable assistance to the Director General and the Authorised
Officers to:

(a) recover any unpaid fees, rents, royalties and other amounts
payable by the Title Holders under this Act; and

(b) limit unauthorised Reconnaissance Operations, Prospecting
Operations, Exploration Operations or Mining Operations in the
Province.

(5) The Government shall, from time to time, by notification in the official
Gazette, assign to the Director General all powers necessary to:

(a) collect (on behalf of the Government) any fees, rents, royalties
and other amounts payable by the Title Holders under this Act
in respect of the grant, award, renewal, conversion, amendment
or Transfer of Mineral Titles, and the conduct of Reconnaissance
Operations, Prospecting Operations, Exploration Operations or
Mining Operations in the Province pursuant to Part IX of this Act;

(b) issue guidelines to assist compliance with this Act when
undertaking any Reconnaissance Operations, Prospecting
Operations, Exploration Operations or Mining Operations 1n the
Province in order to promote sustainable mining practices, which
take into account the need to conserve and protect natural
resources for future generations;

(c) monitor compliance by the Title Holders with this Act, including
the terms and conditions of Mineral Titles granted or awarded
under this Act, and prevent unauthorised mining activities in the
Province in accordance with Section-103 Powers of Inspection
and Reporting), including by nominating Authorised Officers to:

(i) undertake regular inspections of Licence Areas and
Reconnaissance Operations, Prospecting Operations,
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Exploration Operations and Mining Operations in the
Province:; and
(i) review reports submitted by Title Holders in accordance

with this Act and the terms and conditions of their Mineral
Titles;

(d) take enforcement action against an Organisation or individual
who commits an offence under this Act and publish a periodical

gazette reporting on the occurrence and outcome of any such
enforcement action, including, without limitation, by way of

suspension or cancellation of a licence;

(e) resolve boundary dispute in respect of Licence Areas between
Title Holders;

() exercise supervision and oversight over the Authorised Officers
and the performance and operation of the Licensing Authority,
the Minor Minerals Licensing Authority and the Exploration
Promotion Division, including implementing programmes to
develop the technical, legal and administrative competencies and
expertise of the officers of the DGMM:

(g) promote the mining and minerals sector in the Province,
including by implementing programmes to improve
infrastructure and technical capacity;

(h) approve, renew or revoke the registration of geologists, mining
engineers and surveyors and publish standard operating
procedures with regard to such approvals, renewals or
revocations; and

(i) implement recommendations of the Mineral Investment
Facilitation Authority as per directions of the Department.

Establishment of Licensing Authority: - (1) The Licensing Authority shall
be established within the Directorate General Mines and Minerals.

(2) The members of the Licensing Authority shall consist of the following:
(a) Director General; Chairman

(b)  Additional Director General; Members
(c)  Chief Inspector of Mines concerned;

(d) Commissioner Mines Labour Welfare
Organisation concerned;:

() Representative of Provincial Forest
Department;

() Representative @ of the Provincial
Environmental Protection Agency;

() Director Exploration;

(h)  Director Licensing; Member-cum-Secretary
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0. Powers and Functions of Licensing Authority:

shall:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

- (1) The Licensing Authority

recommend and direct the form and procedure for:

(i) the application for the grant, renewal, convgrsinn,
amendment, Transfer, surrender and cancellation of

Mineral Titles under this Act; and

(ii) the award of Mineral Titles through an au:::tinn or
competitive bidding process in accordance with this Act:

Provided that, any such recommendations and
directions shall not materially depart from t‘;he form and
procedure for the same already specified in this Act;

administer the review and approval of applications for the grant,
award, renewal, conversion, amendment, Transfer, surrender
and cancellation of Mineral Titles under this Act, including by
undertaking technical and financial evaluation of applications,
considering the recommendations of the Auction Committee and
such other investigations as may be deemed necessary for the
due administration of this Act in accordance with Section 60

(Withdrawal, Grant or Refusal of Application for Mineral Titles);

administer the procedure for auctions and/or competitive
bidding processes for the award of Mineral Titles in respect of
Mineral Reserve Areas, including the following responsibilities
and powers which it may delegate to the Auction Committee in
accordance with Section 15 (Powers and Functions of Auction

Committee) of this Act:

(1) to conduct auctions, competitive biddings, re-auctions
and re-competitive biddings for Mineral Reserve Areas;

(ii) to confirm the eligibility of participants in auction and
competitive bidding processes for the award of Mineral
Titles (other than Minor Mineral Titles) in respect of
Mineral Reserve Areas in accordance with this Act; and

(iii) to undertake technical and financial evaluation of
participants in auctions and competitive bidding
processes and such other investigations as may be
deemed necessary for the due administration of this Act;

recommend to the Government to designate Minerals for the
purposes of this Act and allocate Minerals into groups pursuant
to Section 30 (Minor Minerals; Mineral Groups);

designate such areas in the Province as Mineral Reserve Areas
pursuant to Section 31 (Mineral Reserve Areas) and fix reserved
prices for the purposes of any auction or competitive bidding
process for the award of Mineral Titles in respect of such Mineral
Reserve Areas in accordance with this Act, except for Minor

Minerals;
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