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2483 TR — NICATION &
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BALOCHISTAN PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT.

THE AGA KHAN PROPERTIES (SUCCESSION AND TRANSFER) ACT, 2025.

Bill No gé of 2025

A
BILL

to provide for automatic and undisputed succession and transfer of properties of Aga
Khan. within the Provinee of Balochistan, to the successor of Aga Khan of the Shin Imani
Ismaili Muslims.

Preamble. WIERLEAS, it is expedient 1o provide for automatic and
undisputed succession and (ransfer of properties of.Aga Khan to
the successor of Aga Khan of the Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims,
cnsuring the continuity of custodianship and administration of
such properties without the nced for probate, succession
certificates, or other legal processes to each successor Imam, and
to provide for matters connecled therewith or ancillary thereto.

AND WHEREAS, the Imam of the Shia Imami Ismaili,
Muslims, being the spiritual leader of the Shia Imami Ismaili.
Muslims, holds unique religious, spiritual, cultural, and historical
significance;

AND WILEREAS His Highness Prince Karim Al Hussainj
Aga Khan IV, in his capacity as the Forty-Ninth Imam of the Shia
Imami Ismaili Muslims, owned or possessed or cantrolled over
certain movable and immovable properties situated within the
Province of Balochistan;

AND WIHEREAS in order to pay wibute to the services
rendered by His [Tighness Prince Karim Al Hussaini Aga Khan IV,
the Province of Balochistan recognizes the  extraordinary
contributions and invaluable services rendered by His Highness
Prince Karim Al Hussaini Aga Khan IV towards the social,
cultural, educational, economic, and humanitarian development of
the people of Balochistan and of Pakistan.

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

Short title, extent and 1. (1) This Act may be called the Aga Khan Properties (Succession
commencement, and Transfer) Act, 2025,

(2) It shall extend to the whole of the 'rovince ol Bulochistun,

(3) It shall come into foree at once and shall be deemed to have
taken effeet on and from the 4™ of Februnry 2025,
Definitions, 2 In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject
0r conlext -
(0) “Aga Khan” menns the person who is recognized in
nceordance with the traditions of the Shin Tmami tsmaill
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Automatic succession
and vesting of
propertics.

Exccption for specific
dispositions made by
the Aga Khan,

Muslims as the tmam of' the Times or s the Hazar Imam
ol the Shia lmami Ismaili Muslims;

() “Department”  means  the  Board  of  Revenue
Government of Balochistan

(c) “Gavermuent” means the Government of Balochistan;

(d) “property™ includes nll moveable and immoveable
properties, rights, inlerests, osscts, titles, shares,
securitics, investments, trusts, and any other property
of any nature whatsoever, situated within the Province
ol Balochistan, which are now or any time hereafler
held, owned, possessed, controlled, or hencticially
enjoyed by the Aga Khan in his personal. officil o
institutional capacity, whether directly or indirectly,
including properties held through nominees, trusts,
foundations, or any other legal entity, except those
movable and immovable properties that are
specifically excluded by the Aga Khan in accordance
with the procedure specified in section 4.

3. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law, for the
time being in force, all properties situated within the Province of
Balochistan shall, on the demise of the Aga Khan, by succession
automatically and immediately vest in and belong to the person
who succeeds the Aga Khan without any probate, succession
certificale, letters of administration, court order, registration of any
instrument, transiecr, mutation or any other legal or adwinistrative
formality whatsocver,

(2) The validity ol such vesting and transfer shall not be
questioned or challenged in any court or forum, or proceeding by
any person, nor shall such vesting and (ransfer be subjcct (o any
inquiry, approval or condition under any law, for the time being in
force.

4. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, the
provisions of aulomatic succession and vesting under section 3
shall not apply to any specific property, which the Aga Khan, by a
will, trust deed, gift, directive, or any other instcument executed
during his lifetime, specifically disposes of, bequeaths, gifis, or
otherwise transfers to any person, entity, or charitable institution
other than the succeeding Aga Khan or any properly which the
Aga Khan informs the Department, in writing. are excluded (rom
the purview of such automatic succession.

(2) Any such disposition, bequest, pift, or transfer made in
accordance with sub-section (1) shall 1ake efTect in accordance with
the will, trust deed, gilt, directive or other instrument, and the
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property so disposed of shall stand excluded from the operation of
this Act.

(3) Nothing in this section shall affeet the operatie of
automatic succession provided under this Act,

Official recognition and 5. (1) All authorities including but not limited to revenue

recording of successor  quiliorities, municipal bodies, land registries, development

lmam as the ownerof ayihorities, (inancial instiwtions, corporate registrics, and any

the Propertics. other office or authorily within the Province of Balochistan shull,
on commencement of this Act, mutate all the properties in the name
of successor Aga khan and update all records to reflect the
successor Aga Khan as the lawful owner of the propertics, without
further inquiry, proof, or formality.

(2) The contents of this Act shall be circulated by the Department
1o all the relevant authorities as mentioned in sub-section (1), upon
being satisfied that the successor Aga Khan has been duly
recopnized by the Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims in siccordanc: vith
their religious and historical traditions.

Excmption from tascs, 6. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the

fees and dutics. time being in force, the transfer by way of succession of the
properties from the Aga Khan to his successor, and the vesting of
the propertics in the successor Aga Khan, shall -

(a) be exempt from stamp duties, registration fees, capital
value tax, provincial or local taxes, levies, charges, or
any other fiscal imposition, whatsoever; and

(b) not be treated as a transfer for the purposes of taxation
or any financial liability under any law relating to
property, transfer of property, or revenue records

(2) No authority shall charge any fee or duty tor the o v
updating or amendment of revenue record or any other record in
conncetion with such transfer or succession.

Bar 1o legal challenge 7. (1) No court. tribunal, or authority shall entertain any suit,
and  exclusion  of application, petition, or proceeding challenging or questioning —
jurisdiction.
(a) the succession of Properties to the successor Apa Khan;
(b) the validity of the transfer to and vesting in the
successor Aga Khan of the properties; or

(c) the cntitlement of the successor Aga Khan to the
Properties.

(2) No provision of any other law, including but not limited to
(he Succession Act, 1925, the Muslim Personal Law (Sharian)
Application Act, 1962, the Muslim Family Law Orduminee V0], the
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/

Saving.

Power to make rules,

Removal of difficultics

Act to override other
laws

Transitional
Application.

Balochistan Trust Act, 2020, or any law relating to inheritance, gifts,
wills, or succession, shall apply to the properlies to the extent thal
they are covered under this Act.

8. Nothing in this Act shall affect -

() the spiritual, religious, and institutional authority of the
Aga Khan or the successor Imam with respect to the
Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims;

(b) any disposition, transfer, or alicnation of any property
made by the Aga Khan during his lifetime;

(c) any private settlement or arrangement made within the
family of the Aga Khan or his community in relation to
any property not covered by this Act.

9. Government may, by notification in the official Gazette,
make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Acl.

10.  Ifany difficulty arises in giving clicct o any provision off
this Act. the Government of Balochistan may, by order, take such
measures as it considers necessary (o remove the difficulty.

11. (1) The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding
anything contained in any other law for the time being in lorce or
in any instrument having effect by virtuc of any law other than this
Actand notwithstanding any decree or order of any court, tribunal,
conission or other authority. In the event of any conflict between
the provisions of this Act and any other law, the provisions of this
Act shall prevail.

(2) Nothing contained in any other law for the time being in
force shall apply to any matter regulated by this Act

12. (1) Notwithstanding anything contamed in thix Act e o
other law for the time being in foree, all Properties, as defined
this Act, which were held, owned, possessed, or controlled by His
Highness Prince Karim Aga Khan [V, the 49th Imam of the Shia
Imami Ismaili Muslim community, and which arc situated within
the Province of Balochistan, shall, by succession, be deemed to
have vested in and transferred to His Highness Prince Rahim Al-
Hussaini Aga Khan, the 50th Imam, on the date of his succession
as Imam, in the same manner and to the same extent as if this Act
had been in force on that date.

(2) The provisions of Sections 3, 4, and 6 shall apply mutatis
mutandis to the updating of all revenue, corporale, and official
records 1o reflect the transfer and succession under sub-scction (1)

Moo
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(3) The exemption from stamyp duty, registration lees, and
other charges under Section 6 shall apply o all transfers, mulations,
and changes of records necessary to give eflect to (he provisions of
this section.

(4) No court, authority, or person shall question o chutenge
the succession, vesting, or transfer referred to in this Act on un.\)
ground whatsoever, including lack of probate, non-registration, or
abscnce of mutation prior (o the enactment of this Act.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

) The Shl.;! ln}ami Ismaili Muslim community, under the hereditary leadership of the
Aga Ll.mn, maintains and administers religious, cducational, cultural, and developmental
propelics across the globe. including in Balochistan. These properties arc essential for the
religious, spiritual, and charitable functions of the Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims.

B His ll.ighm:ss Prince Karim Aga Khan [V, the 49th hereditary Imam ofthe Shin Imami
lsmn!l! Muslims, throughout his lifetime, rendered invaluable services 10 the Shia imams
Ismaili Muslims and to humanity at large. 1is remarkable contributions in the ficlds of
cducation, healthcare, social development. cconomic uplifiment. cultural preservation and
humanitarian assistance have lelt an enduring legacy, benclitting not only the bl
Muslims but also the people of Balochistan and Pakistan as a whole.

Inn order to ensure the scamless continuity of custodianship and administration of such
propertics within Balochistan, and lo preserve \heir character and purpose for fulure
generations, it is expedicat to enact a law providing for the automatic and undisputed
succession of such propertics to the successor Aga Khan of the Shia Imami lsmaili Muslims,
without probate, succession certificales, courl proceedings, of other legal processes and to
reflect the unique religious, spiritval, and historical significance of the Aga Khan's position
and the special character of the propertics held for the benefit of the Shia Iniumi Ismaili
Muslims. A similar law has already been enacted in the province of Sindh for the same

purpose. This Bill aims to achieve the above said objectives.

MIR MU \iml\o.\ I
KURD GELLO
MINIS'I'ERI’Ol(lll-}\’l-l\'Uli
Government of Balochistan
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