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BALOCHISTAN PROYINCIAL ASBEMBLY SECRETAIIAT
Balochistan Mines Health and Balety BIIl, 2026
(BiLL HD.-'—{ OF 2020)

A

Blll

to provide for the health, safety and welfare of persons employed in mines
and to regulate mining operations in the Province;

Preamble:

AND WHEREAS it is necessary to ensure safe working conditions,
prevent accidents and occupational diseases, and establish effective mechanisms
for inspection, enforcement and mine rescue;

It is hereby enacted as follows:

Chapter |
Preliminary

1.  Short title, extent and commencement
This Act may be called the Balochistan Mines Health and Safety
Act, 2026.

2, Commencement
This Act shall come into force on [ -] 2026.

3. Application
This Act shall extend to the whole of the Balochistan.

4, Definitions.—

1) In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or
context-

(a) *“accident” means an accident occurring during the course
of employment and resulting in a personal Injury, illness or
death of an employee in or about the mine;

(b) “Administrative Penalty” means a penalty imposed under
sub section 3 of section 44 of this Act;

(c) “agent” when used in relation to a mine, means any person
appointed or acting as the representative of the Owner in
respect of the management of the mine or of any part thereof
and as such is superior o a Manager,

(d) “Appellate Tribunal’ means the Balochistan Appellate
Tribunal for Mines and Minerals established under section 15,
of this Act;

(e) “Blaster/ Shot Firer” means a person who holds a
blaster/shot firer cerlificate and Is appointed by the Manager

in writing to perform the duty of a Blaster in any mine;
3
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(h)

M
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(k)

]

(m)
(n)
(o)

(p)

(@

(r)

(s)
(t)

(u)

"Chiel Inspector™ means the person duly nolified under this
Act as Chiel Inspector of Mines of Balochistan, being o
qualified mining enginoer with Firsl Class Mine Manager
Competency Certificate,

“child™ means a person who Is below the age of aightean
years,

“competency examination" means an examination

conducted for ascertaining the competency of individuals as
required under this Acl or any Rules made thereunder;

“competent person” “In relation to Inspeciorate of Mines a
person who has Mine Manager Competency Certificale as
prescribed in rules and in relation to any mine, machinery or
any equipment means a person who has been duly
appointed or designated In writing by the Manager to perform
such work for which the person Is qualified by knowledge,
training and experience and includes such persons as may
be prescribed;

“danger” means anything which may cause Injury or
damage to a person or property;

“day" means a continuous period of twenty-four hours
beginning at midnight;

“Director Licensing” means the Director Licensing
appointed under the Balochistan Mines and Minerals Act,
2025, responsible for licensing and mineral title
administration in the Province.

“Department” means the Mines and Minerals Development
Department Balochistan;

“duly qualified person” means a person who possesses
the prescribed qualification and experience;

“emergency” means a situation in a mine or part thereof
which poses an immediate danger to the life, health or safety
of the persons or property in a-mine;.

“employee” means a person who works in or about the
mine and carries out work in any capacity for an Owner,
Agent or Manager whether for wages or not;

“employer” means any physical or legal person who

employs or engages one or more employees in a mine,;
including, the principal contractor, sub-contractor or occupier

of the mine;

“First Class Mine Manager Certificate” means the
certificate prescribed;

“government” means the Government of Balochistan;

“Injury” means any Injury resulting in the enforced absence
from work of the person Injured for a period exceeding forty-
eight [48] hours;

“Inspector” means the Deputy Chief Inspector, Senior
Inspector, Inspector and Junlor Inspector of Mines appointed
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(v)
(w)

(x)

(y)

()

(aa)

(bb)

(cc)

under this Act, baing & qualified mining anglneas: witly Mina
Manager Cedificate of Compelency aas preacribed,  the
Deputy Chiel Llectric Inspector of Mines, Electilo Inspactor of
Mines, appointed under (thia Act, belng n qualified slectrionl
enginees

“Inspectorate of Minea"” means Inspactorate of Minaes,
Balochistan eslablished for the administration of this Act,

“Magazine” means a bullding of special design approved by
the Chiel Inspector of explosives and Chlef Inspector of
mines,

“Manager” in relation to @ mine, means a person possessing
the prescribed qualification and experlence and duly
appointed by the Owner or agent of a mine to be In charge of a
mine under this Act;

“medical practitioner" means any person possessing the
prescribed qualification and experience and registered with
Pakistan Medical and Dental Council or any other
government regulatory body responsible for the registration
and licensing of medical professionals;

*Mining Board" means Balochistan Mining Board established
under this Act:

“Mines Health and Safety Committee” means Balochistan
Mines Health and Safety Committee established under this
Act,

“Mine Safety Management Plan” means a comprehensive
risk management document prepared by the Owner, agent or
Manager of a mine, identifying hazards, assessing risks, and
specifying control measures, emergency response
amangements, and safe systems of work, as prescribed.

“mining operations” means any method of working by
which the earth or any rock structure, coal seam, stone,
mineral bearing substance is disturbed or dealt with for the
purpose of searching or obtaining any Mineral from it for
commercial purposes or for subsequent use in industry,
whether it has been previously disturbed or not and includes:

i, reconnaissance operations, prospecting operations,
exploration operations, development and construction
work associated with opening or operating a mine, the
removal and disposal of overburden or waste or
residues by mechanical or other means;

ii. the operation of any support facilities on the mine site,
including mining administration offices, workshop and
service bulldings;

lii.  the operations In which any Mineral Is recovered from
the rivers or a natural water supply;

iv.  operations of residential facilities and recrealional
facllities and the ground used for that purpose, where
such facilitles are located on a mining tenement and

&
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(dd)

(ee)

are used only In connection with mining oparalions,
and

operations  undertaken  for  the anvironmental
rehabilitation of a mine slle during production
operations and after thelr completion,

vi.  operations for the care, security and maintenance of a
mine and plant at a mine undertaken during any
period when production or development operations
are suspended,

vii. operations undertaken to leave a mine safe lo be
abandoned;

“mine"” means:

i.

ii.

when used as a noun-

a.  any borehole, or excavation, in any tailings or in
the earth, including any portion of the earth that
is under the sea or other water or in any residue
deposit, made for the purpose of searching for
or winning a Mineral, whether it is being worked
or not; or

b.  any other place where a Mineral deposit is
being extracted, including the mining area and
all buildings, structures, machinery, residue
stockpiles, mine dumps, access roads or
objects situated on or in that area that are used
or intended to be used in connection with
searching, winning, extracting, exploiting or
processing of a

mineral. But, if two or more excavations,
boreholes or places are being worked in
conjunction with one another, they are deemed
to comprise one mine, unless the Chief
Inspector notifies their Owner in writing that
those excavations, boreholes or places
comprise two or more mines; or

when used as a verb, means the mining of any
Mineral, in or under the earth, water, or any residue
deposit, whether by underground or open working or
otherwise and includes prospecting operations and
any operation or activity incidental thereto, in, on, or
under the relevant mining area; provided that it shall
not include any part of such premises on which
manufacturing processes are being carried out, unless
such processes involve the processing and dressing
of Minerals adjacent to the mining operation,

“Mineral” means any substance, excluding water, but
including sand, stone, rock, gravel and clay, as well as soll,
other than top soil: whether that substance is in solid, liquid
or aqueous form; occurs naturally In or on the earth, in or
under water or in tailings; and that has been formed by or

&
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(m

(00)

(hh)

()
@

subjected to a geological process, bul doas nal Inchucdes
mineral ofl, natural gas, mineral teaources o any other
substance or element, necessary lor the genaration of
nuclear aneryy,

"mine guard” means a person appolnted as mine guard
under this Act to parform dutles as asselgned 1o him ty the
Chiel Inspector of an Inapecior as prescribe In rules,

“Mine Rescue Certificale” moans a cerlificale of mine
rescue lraining lssued by Inspeclorate of Mines as
prescribes,

“Mine Emergency Response Team" means a leamn of
trained employees employed by the Owner who hold a mine
rescue certificate;

“Mine Rescue Team" means the mine rescue leams of the
Inspectorate of Mines;

“Owner” when used in relation to a mine, means any person
who is the licensee or lessee or employer of the mine or any
part thereof, but does not include a person who merely

receives a royalty, rent or fine from the mine or Iis merely the
owner of the soil and not interested in the minerals of the

mine;

i. “plant” means any mining machinery and includes fixture,

_E:

mm.

nn.

PP

fitting, equipment, tools, apparatus, appliances or anything
which is used for any purpose in the mine;

“prescribed” means prescribed by the Rules;
“Province” means the Province of Balochistan;

“Provincial Mine Owners Association” means a
representative body of mine owners operating within the
province, which Is duly registered under the relevant laws and
recognized by the govemment for the purpose of
consultation, coordination, and participation in matters
related to mining operations, health and safety, and
regulatory compliance under this Act;

“Provincial Registered Trade Union" means a trade union
of mine workers that is duly registered under the relevant
laws of the province and recognized by the government for
representing workers in matters related to mining operations,
health and safety and regulatory compliance under this Act;

“relay” means the set or group of employees carrying out
the same kind of work during different times of the day;

“Rescue Superintendent” means a person appointed as
Rescue Superintendent under this Act, being a qualified
mining engineer with First Class Mine Manager Competency
Certificate;

“Risk Assessment” means the systematic process of
identifying hazards, evaluating the likelihood and severity of
harm, and Implementing appropriate measures to eliminate
or minimize risks to health and safety in a mine.
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2)

3)

4)

3

uu.
L

"Rulea™ meansa the niles made under this At

“Secretary” means the Becrelary Minea and Minaerals
Development Department Balochiatan;

"serfous bodily Injury” means any Injury which Involves, of
in all probability will Involve, the permanent loss of the use of
or permanent Injury to any part of the body, or permanent
loss of of injury to sight or hearing, or the fracture of any part
of the body, or the enforced absence of the Injured person
from work for a period exceeding twenty days;

“shift” means the period each relay Is worked, including a
rest interval of at least one [01] hour which may be
comprised of multiple breaks throughout the shift;

“Surveyor” means a surveyor appointed under this Act; and
“week" means a period of seven consecutive days.

In this Act, any reference to “this Act" shall be construed to include any
Rules made there under from time to time.

In this Act, any reference to “Rs.” or “~.." denotes the official currency
in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

The provisions of this Act shall be interpreted and implemented in a
manner consistent with and harmonized with the Balochistan Mines
and Minerals Act, 2025, and in the event of any inconsistency, the
provisions of the said Act shall prevail to the extent of such

inconsistency.
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Chapter N

Administration of the Act, Mining Board, Chief Inspector and Inspactors,

Appeliate Tribunal, Mines Health and Bafety Commities, Board of Examiners,

5.

and Mine Management

Administration of the Act; Establishmant of the Dapartment

There shall be a Mines and Minerala Development Daepatimant of the
Province established under which there shall ba an Inspectorata of Minaes,
and the Government shall appoint a Chiel Inspector (BPS-20), Deputy
Chief Inspector (BPS-18), Director Planning (BPS-18), Director
Training(BPS-18), Director Mines Rescue (BP5-18) , Mines Rescue
Superintendent (BPS-18), Senlor Inspector (BPS-18), Inspeclor (BPS-17),
Rescue Instructors, and Electric Inspectors and such number of persons to
be mining engineers, Surveyors and such other officers as may be
necessary for the due administration of this Act.

In the discharge of their statutory functions under this Act, the Chief
Inspector and Inspectors shall act independently and shall not be subject to
any direction from any authority, except as provided under this Act.

Mining Boards.—

1)  Soon after the commencement of this Act, the government shall, by
notification in the official Gazette, establish a Mining Board to be
known as the Balochistan Mining Board.

2)  The Mining Board shall consist of;

(a) Secretary to Government, Mines and | Chairperson
Minerals Development; (ex-officio)
(b) Chief Inspector Member
(ex-officio)
(c) Commissioner Mines Labour Welfare | Member
(ex-officio)
(d) Director Licensing Member
(ex-officio)
(e) Mining Engineer (Experienced, Member

Qualified, Competent from field) [EX-nfﬁﬂ{l}

(f&g) | Two representatives of the Provincial | Member

Mines Owner Association

(h &) | Two representatives of the Provincial | Member
registered trade union

)] Senlor Inspector of Mines Member-cum-

Sacretary
(ex-officio)
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10.

4)

5)

casting vole

The term of appolntment, qualiication, realgnation and rarmeoval of
membaers al clause (1), (0), (h), and (1) of aub-aaction 2 of saction 6
shall be regulated In the mannar na may be proesceibed

The Mining Board shall conduct ite business In such a mannat as sy
be prescribed

Chief Inspector, Inspector and Surveyor

1)

2)

3)

The government may, by notification In the officlal Gazette, appoint a
duly qualified person to be Chief Inspector for the province and such
other duly qualified persons to be Inspectors who shall be subordinate
to the Chief Inspector appointed by the Department, with the
approval of the Govemment,

No person shall be appointed or continue to hold office as Chief

Inspector or Inspector if they are, or become, directly or indirectly
interested in any mine or mining rights in the province.

The Department, with the approval of the Government, may appoint
duly qualified persons as Surveyors and mine guards to perform such
duties as assigned to them by the Chief Inspector under this Act.

Functions and Powers of the Chief Inspector and Inspectors.—

1)

2)

The Chief Inspector shall:

(a) administer the Inspectorate of Mines;

(b) ensure that the provisions of this Act are complied with and
enforced;

(c) advise the Mining Board on any policy, practice or procedure in

respect of improving the health and safety conditions in the
mines of the Balochistan and provide technical support to the

Mining Board; and
(d) complete a report on the health and safety at mines and the

activities of the Inspectorate of Mines for each year and submit
the report to the Mining Board and the Secretary within three

months of the end of each year.

The Chief Inspector and Inspectors authorized by the Chief Inspector

may:

(a)  with such assistance as he reasonably thinks fit, enter, inspect
and examine any mine or any part thereof and make inquiries
respecting the state and condition relating to the safety and
health of employees at the mine;

(b) to ensure that the provisions of this Act, and Rules made
thereunder are complied with;

(c) bring info use at any mine, such vehicles, equipment and

material present in or about the mine to perform functions under
this Act and of the Rules and of any order made thereunder;

"
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(d)

(e)

0

(9)

(h)

(i)

()

(k)

enter any Mine and inspect any material or substance and last
mine equipment and machinery present in or about the mine so
as 1o ensure thelr safety and compliance with the applicable
environmenl prolection laws;

investigate and Inquire into any accident that may occur in or
about a mine for identification of the cause of the accident and
its prevention in the future;

examine and inquire into the state and condition of any mine or
any part thereof, the adequacy of ventilation of the mine,
presence of toxic gases, underground lighting, underground
timbering and support system and all matters and things
connected with or relating to the safety and health of employees
in the mine,

upon giving reasonable written notice, direct any Owner, agent
or Manager or employee to appear before him at a reasonable
time and place as stated in the notice in writing and investigate
or inquire into such Owner, agent or Manager or employee,
whether at the mine or elsewhere, and take a statement of any
such person which he may consider necessary for investigating
suspected contraventions of this Act:

Provided that no one shall.be required under this clause to
answer or give any evidence tending to incriminate himself;

require the production of any book, register or other document,
the keeping of which is prescribed in the Rules, and take into
his custody or make copy of or seize any book, record, register
or other document or any such article or substance which may
in his opinion serve as evidence at the trial of any person
charged with an offence under this Act;

Provided that the party who provided such information can
inspect or make copies at all reasonable times:

examine the mine officials for the purpose of producing the
relevant certificate of competency required for Managers,
certificate of medical fitness for employees at the mine and
other certificates required for supervising staff as required
under sub section 3 of section 24;

take or remove for the purpose of analysis, reasonable samples
of mineral, materials and substances used or handled in the
mine, in order to exercise any compliance power or investigate
a suspected contravention of this Act;

if the Chief Inspector reasonably believes certain operations,
acts or practices at the mine or part thereof involve serious and
imminent danger to the health and safety of any employee, they
may issue a notice in writing to suspend or halt those operations
or performance of any act or practice and the Owner, agent or
Manager shall comply with the written instructions of the Chief
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3)

4)

5)

Inspector of Ingpector, as tha case may be, for ramadying the
operations, acts or practices thal nvolve a serious and
imminent danger lo tha haalth and safety of amployaas,

() make sure that all the responsibilities and duties imposad uparn
the Owner, agenl or Manager undar this Act of the Rules made
thereunder or any olher law for tha lima being In force are
complied with by auch Owner, agent or Manager,

(m) order the compliance with any or all of the provisions or
conditions speclfied In the nolice and extend the period
specified in an order or nolice lssued under this Act, if desrmed
reasonably necessary, by the Chief Inspector on the request of
the Owner, agent or Manager In writing;

(n)  conduct training and educational programs relating to mining,
occupational safety and health and mine rescue techniques and
demonstrate the use of safety equipment; and

(o) issue a certificate of proficiency to a qualified person to perform
a specific job or duty for which he proves himself to be

competent;

provided that where the Chief Inspector and any Inspector takes
any property into custody and removes it from the mine, they
will issue a written notice which provides an inventory of the
items removed from the mine as well as the reasons why it was
deemed necessary to remove these specific items.

The Chief Inspector may, when so requested by any person producing
prima facie evidence of an offence or receive any information from any
source, direct an Inspector to conduct an inquiry into an accident which
has occurred at or in the mine or originated from machinery, plant, at
or in the mine which has resulted or in the opinion of the Chief

Inspector could have resulted in the Injury, iliness or death of any
person working in the mine.

Nothing in this Act requires a person to provide a document that would
disclose information, or otherwise provide information, that is the
subject of legal professional privilege;

Provided that this sub-section shall not apply to the cases where such

documents are necessary to ensure the health and safety of
employees or where required in investigations of Accidents involving

death or Serious Bodily Injuries.

No action taken or order issued by the Chief Inspector or an
Inspector in good faith for the purpose of preventing danger to life,
health or safety shall be called in question merely on the ground of
technical or procedural irregularity,

Power of Chief Inspector to declare area of Jurisdiction for Inspectors
to exercise powers,-—

1)

The Chief Inspector may, by order in writing, prohibit or restrict the
exercise, by any Inspector or any class of Inspectors specified in the
order, of any power conferred on such Inspectors by this Act, and
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faidare the pran o prast s hin el b oF e gronm o ¢ lana of minea
wilh retpecd Ao which B Insges born thall prarcian halr priaeres

The Inepecion ehall ghve information i e Ownee agaed e Marager
shuated wilhin e local area of aenae o balenging ' Ihe group of
clase of minet in reepect of which ha searciana peramrs yrelar aub
saction | saction 11 ae 1o all Fules which toncarn harn raspac tively
and e 1o the places whare coplaa of such Pidaa tmay ba obiainecd

Powers of special officer to enter, measure, ele

)

Any person In the service of the Government of Balochistan duly
authorised by a special order in wiiting by the Chief Inspactor or by
an Inspoctor in this behall may, for the purpose of inquiry, inspaction,
surveying, levelling or measuring In any mine, aflar giving not less
than three days’ notice to the Owner, agent or Manager of such mire,
enter the mine and may survey, level or measure the mine or any
part thereol al any reasonable time by day or night, but not so as
unreasonably to impede or obstruct the working of the mine:
Provided that no such notice needs lo be given if, for reasons
to be recorded in writing, the Chief Inspector or an Inspector is of the
opinion that there is an emergency or required for a special purpose.

Facilities to be afforded to the Chief Inspector, Inspectors. or Surveyor.-

1)

2)

Every Owner, agent or Manager shall afford the Chief Inspector, and
every Inspector, Surveyor and every person authorised under section
12 all reasonable facilities for making entry, inspection, examination,
survey, measurement, inquiry or imparting training at a mining site to
employees at the mine under this Act.

The Owner, agent or Manager of every mine shall furnish to the Chief
Inspector or an Inspector concerned all maps, drawings and plans of
the mine, together with the plans of all contemplated changes in the
manner of working in the mine or any part thereof, and appliances to
make a proper inspection and all other facilities required for such entry,

examination and inspection,

Functions of Surveyor.—

1)

The Surveyor may, with prior permission of the Chief Inspector or an
Inspector, frequently inspect the mines to:
(a) examine and evaluate the mine development plan and work

carried out by the Owner, agent or Manager to ascertain
whether it is prepared and maintained in accordance with the

provisions of this Act, and Rules or any order made thereunder;

(b) assist an Owner, agent, or Manager in the implementation of
the present or proposed mine developmental plan on scientific
lines as directed by the Chief Inspector or the Inspector
concemned;

(c) ensure compliance with an order Issued by the Chlef Inspector
or an Inspector in connection with the restoration of proper
L]
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2)

underground  mine  ventilation  and  provisions  for  the
development of clear oullels by the Owner,

(d)  survey, level, and measure any underground and surface rrine,
conduct underground ventilation surveys, recard quality and
quantity of circulating alr and report 1o the Chief Inspector o
Inspector as the case may be, any Irregularity i net in
conformity with the prescribed slandard;

(e) collect and properly maintain data pertaining to all kinds of
mineral titles, mines, quarries, employees, underground and
surface plans;

()  keep the Chief Inspector and Inspector concemned informed in
writing of the activities carried out in the field and shall make
recommendations In writing to the Chief Inspector or an
Inspector; and

(@) perform any other function assigned to him by the Chief
Inspector or Inspector under this Act.

The Surveyor may, after giving not less than three days' notice to the
Owner, agent or Manager, enter the mine and may survey, level or
measure the mine or any part thereof at any reasonable time in such
a way not to impede or obstruct the workings of the mine;

Provided that no such notice needs to be given if, for reasons to be
recorded in writing, the Chief Inspector or the Inspector is of the
opinion that there is an emergency.

3) A Surveyor appointed under this Chapter shall be distinct from a Mine

Surveyor appointed under section 23 and shall act under the
administrative control of the Inspectorate of Mines.

Establishment of Provinclal Appellate Tribunal for Mines and Minerals

1)

2)

3)

Upon commencement of this Act, the government shall, by nofification
in the official Gazette, establish a tribunal to be known as the
Provinvial Appellate Tribunal for Mines and Minerals, with its principal

seat located in Quetta.
The Appeliate Tribunal shall consist of the following appointments:

1 h person to be qualified Judge of the | Chairman
igh Court

2 one (1) representative of the Law Legal Member
Department and Parliamentary Affairs
Department Balochistan

3 two Mining engineers as technical Technical Member
members

The Chairman for the Appellate Tribunal shall be appointed by the
Government for a period of three [3] years, unless he resigns or Is
removed from office earlier in the manner as may be prescribed.

15
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17.

4)

5)

6)

7)

A technical member shall be a mining sngineer witt

batantial
experience In the mines health and safely sector n:u:”u:n:' he
appointed l:r the D::;n:'nmﬂ for a patlod of threa 3 years, uniass he
m of I8 remo om office earlier In () .
WM W manner as may ba
The qualification and terma and conditions of service of the Chalrman
mmt:u and w“ﬂ nti:l‘l‘ of the Appeliate Tribunal shall be such a8
may be prescribed by the government from time to 1l ;
in the official Gazette. AR S ———
The Chaiman and members shall have no direct or Indirect financial
interest in, or have business connection with any person, in
establishment, or firm thal renders mining operations In Balochistan

or Pakistan.
;l_*he Dalpamﬁt shall provide secretariat support to the Appellate

Functions and Powers of Appellate Tribunal for Mines and Minerals

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

if_ an :mner._ agent or Manager is aggrieved by any decision made,
direction, notice or order issued by the Chief Inspector or by a decision
nf ﬂw C-.hiaf Inspector under sub section 6 of section 41; he may,
wrthln' thirty [30] days of the communication of the relevant decision,
direction, notice, or order issued, on payment of an administrative fee
as may be prescribed by the govemment from time to time by
q*aﬂgﬁnatimn in the official Gazette, refer an appeal to the Appellate
unal.

The Appeliata Tribunal, on the admission of appeal under sub-section
16 sub section 1, if deemed appropriate may refer the case to the
Mines Health and Safety Committee for fact-finding and assessment.

Provided that the report of the Mines Health and Safety Committee
shall be advisory in nature and shall not be binding on the Appellate
Tribunal while deciding the appeal.

The Appellate Tribunal, on the admission of and hearing an appeal

under subsection 1 section 16 may, if it so considers necessary in the
interest of justice, grant injunctions and orders providing interim relief

orders;

Provided that no such order shall be made if the health and lives of
persons involved are in danger.

The Appellate Tribunal shall hear and dispose of any appeal under
sub section 1 of section 16 within fifteen [15] days.

The Appellate Tribunal may, where necessary, seek independent
expert opinion on technical or safety matters.

Procedure of Appellate Tribunal for Mines and Minerals

1)

Subject to this Act, sittings of the Appellate Tribunal shall:

(a) be conducted In accordance with any practices and procedures
prescribed by the government from time to time by notification

in the official Gazette;
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2)

J)

q)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

(b) e Code of Civil Procedure 1008 applias for the procaduras of
tribunal,

(¢)  Qanon-e-shahdal 1004 shall ba applicabla for the avidencas
recording and collaction

Each sitting of the Appellate Tribunal shall ba aftanded by the
Chairman, a legal member, and lechnloal mamber,

The Appeliate Tribunal shall ansure thal avidence producad bafora it
is recorded In wilting and made avallable o the relevant appeliart
upon payment of an administrative fee as may be prascritbed by the
government from time to time by notification in the officlal Gazetts,

The Appeliate Tribunal shall not, merely by reason of a change in its
composition between sittings, or the absence of any member from ary
sitting, be bound to recall or rehear any witness who has given
evidence and may act on the evidence already recorded by or
produced before it.

Upon recelving the assessment by the Mines Health and Safety
Committee under subsection 2 of section 16 read with sub section &
of section 18, the Appellate Tribunal shall request comments from the
Chief Inspector and Owner, agent or Manager (as applicable), and
shall ensure those comments are shared with the relevant parties .

The Appellate Tribunal may, in its absolute discretion, pass orders in
conformity with the assessment under subsection 5 of section 17
unless the Chief Inspector or the Owner, agent or Manager has
lodged an objection to the findings and assessments of the Mines
Health and Safety Committee, in which case the Appellate Tribunal
may proceed to review such findings and assessments and to pass
such order and in such a manner as the Appellate Tribunal may
deem appropriate.

All the decisions of the Appellate Tribunal shall be expressed in terms
of the opinion of the majority of its members.

All decisions of the Appellate Tribunal, including the reasons for the
decision given, shall be reduced to writing, and signed by the
Chairman and the members. Any applicant may, upon payment of an
administrative fee as may be prescribed by the government from time
to time by notification in the official Gazette, obtain a copy of any such
decisions.

Any person aggrieved by the final judgement and order of the
Appellate Tribunal under this Act may within thirty [30] days of the final
judgement and order of the Appellate Tribunal refer an appeal to the
High Court of the Balochistan;

Provided that, no appeal shall lie against an interlocutory order of the
Appellate Tribunal.

All appeals against the final judgement filed before the High Court will
be heard by a Bench of not less than two [2] judges constituted by the
Chief Justice of the High Court and shall be finally disposed of within
thirty [30] days of the filing of the appeal.

All appeals against a final judgement of the High Court shall be filed

T
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19.

within thirty [30] days before the Suprema Gourl of Pakistan

Mines Mealth and Safety Commities, -

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Upon commencemant of this Act, tha Appeliate Tribunal, as and whan
, may constitute n Mines Hoalth and Satety Committaa for the

purpose of sub-section 2 of section 10,
The Mines Health and Satety Commitlan shall consist of the follkkeaing

a. | Amining engineer Chalrman

b. | A person to represent the Interest of | Member
Owner, agent or Manager concerned

c. | A person to represent the interestof | Member
the persons employed in the mine.

For the purpose of sub-section 1 section 18, the chairman and
member at clause (a) and (c) of sub section 2 of section 18
respectively, shall be nominated by the Government, whereas, the
member at clause (b) of sub section 2 of section 18 shall be
nominated by the concerned Owner, agent or Manager.

The mining engineer at clause (a) of sub section 2 of section 18, shall
be a mining engineer qualified by experience in mines health and
safety other than the Chief Inspector or Inspector concerned.

Where an owner, agent or Manager fails to exercise his or her power
of nomination under sub section 3 section 18, the Appellate Tribunal
may direct the Mines Health and Safety Committee to proceed,
notwithstanding such failure and the provision of reasonable additional
notice being at least fourteen [14] days, inquire into and dispose of the
matter referred to it.

The Mines Health and Safety Committee shall hear and record such
information as the Chief Inspector, ah Inspector concemed, Owner,
agent or Manager concerned, may place before it; and intimate its
findings and assessment to the Appellate Tribunal.

Accident Inquiry committee.---

1)

2)

When a notice of a mine accident is provided in accordance with
section 28 of this Act the Secretary, if he is of opinion that a formal
inquiry into the causes of, and circumstances attending, the accident
reported ought to be held, may appoint an Accident Inquiry
Committee to hold an inquiry, consisting of the persons prescribed
possessing experience and special knowledge of the mining law and
shall have at least one Inspector other than Inspector concerned.

The Inquiry Committee appointed to hold such enquiry shall have the
relevant powers of a Civil Court under the Civil Procedure Code, 1908

(Act No. V of 1808) for the sole purpose of enforcing the attendance
of witnesses and compelling the production of documents and material

objects to and every person required by such person as aforesald to
18
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4)

5)

furnieh any Information shall ba daamed to ba lagally bound ta de ae
within the meaning of seclion 176 of tha Pakiatan Penal Cada, 1860
(Act No. XL of 1060)

The Inquiry Committea holding an Inguiry under sub section 1 of
section 10 may exerclen such of the powers of an Inspactor under
this Act as It may think it or expedient lo exarcise for the purpasaes of
the Inquiry,

The Inquiry Commitiee holding an Inquiry under sub section 1 section
10 shall make a report lo the Sacretary slating the causes of the
accident and Its clrcumstances and adding any observation which it
may think fit to make. Such report Is for information purposes only
and cannot be solely relled upon lo prosecute a person under this
Act.

The findings of an Accldent Inquiry Committee shall not be
admissible as conclusive proof of guilt in any criminal proceedings.

Publication of reports,—-

The Secretary may cause any report submitted by the Inquiry Committee
constituted under section 19 to be published at such time and in such manner
as he may think fit.

Board of Examiners.—

1)

2)

3)

4)

The Secretary shall, by notification, constitute a Board of Examiners
consisting of Chief Inspector of Mines, who shall be the Chairman of
the Board, and three members possessing relevant technical
qualification and experience as prescribed who shall be appointed by
the Secretary for a term of three (3) years:

Provided that on the expiry of the term for which he has been
appointed, any member shall be eligible for re-appointment, for one
more term.

The Board of Examiners shall conduct examinations for the grant of a
certificate of competency and prescribe the course for such
examination in the manner as may be prescribed.

Where it appears to the Board of Examiners that any person holding
any certificate of competency has been guilty of misconduct or
incompetence in the discharge of his duties or has been convicted of
any offence made punishable by this Act with fine or imprisonment, the
Board shall cancel or suspend the certificate granted by it to such
person,

No certificate shall be suspended or cancelled without giving the
holder a reasonable opportunity of being heard.

Managers.—

1)

Every mine shall be under one or more Managers, who shall have the
prescribed qualifications and experience and shall be responsible for
the control, management and direction of the mine and the Owner or
agent of every mine shall appoint himself or some other person, having
such qualification and experience to be a Manager.

18
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FAN

’)

)

q)

No mining operation ehall e allowed to ba conductad withent the
supervision of a Manager ne teguited under suly saction | of saclion
n

The Manages shall posl, near avery mine, lboud bl or ol he mine
office, abetracts of the Act and e Rules in Englah and in Urdy of the
local vemacular, in the manner preedribad

An Ownier of agent commits an offence under sub saction | of saetien
220 amine ls worked without m Manager s tequired by sub section 1
of section 22

Mine Surveyor, -

2)

3)

4)

9)

The Owner, agent or Manager of every underground mine shall
appoint a duly qualified surveyor, who shall be responsible for the
accurate underground and surface plan of the mine drawn and
updated in the prescribed form and shall also be responsible for
necessary measurements, calculations, assessment and shall assist
the Manager, mining engineer and mine supervisors in the
development of the mines.

In case of surface mining, If it appears to the Inspector that the
appointment of surveyor by the owner is reasonably necessary, the
Chief Inspector, on request of the Inspector may direct the Owner,
agent or Manager in writing to appoint a surveyor within such time as
specified in the order.

Ifany dispute arises between the Inspector and the mine Owner, agent
or Manager on the issue of appointment of a mine surveyor, the same
shall be referred to the Chief Inspector and the decision of the Chief
Inspector in the matter shall be final.

For the avoidance of doubt, a surveyor appointed under this section
is an employee of the Owner, agent or Manager and is not a
Surveyor appointed under section 13 of this Act.

An Owner, agent or Manager commits an offence under sub section
1 or 2 of section 23 if a mine is worked without a mine surveyor as
required under sub section 1 or 3 of section 23.

Duties and responsibllities of Owner; Agent and Manager .—-

1)

The Owner, agent and Manager shall be responsible to ensure:

(a) that all mine operations are conducted in accordance with the
provisions of this Act, Rules and any order made thereunder;

(b) that the mine is designed, constructed and equipped:

I. to provide such working conditions as may be required
to ensure the health and safety of employees; and

ii. with a communication system and with electrical,
mechanical and other equipment as necessary to ensure
the health and safety of employees;

(c) that the mine Is commissioned, operated, maintained and

decommissioned In such a way that employees can perform

their work without endangering the health and safety of
.1}
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2)

3)

4)

themaelves or of any othar parson,

(d)  that appropriate measures are In place lo support employea
compliance with the provisions of this Act, and o promata,
maintaln, and enhance health and safety al the mine,

o)  provide persons appointed under sub section 3 of section 24
with the means to comply with the requirements of this Act and
with any instruction given by Chief Inspector or an Inspector;

f)  that an employee's training and capabilities are considered in
respect of health and safety before assigning a lask to that

employee;

g) thatupdated mine plans are avalilable in the manner prescribed;
and

h) that when there is serious and imminent danger to the safety
and health of employees, operations are suspended, and steps
are taken to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the

safety of those employees.

The Owner and any appointed agent shall provide, for use by all
persons at the mine, sufficient on-site facilities and medical services
of the prescribed size and standard, including:

(@) clean drinking water, sanitary amenities, a canteen, shelters
and a mine office; and

(b) ambulances, medical supplies, medical equipment, a first aid
room and trained nursing staff,

Without prejudice to any of the provisions of this Act or any other law
for the time being in force, the Owner or agent of every mine shall

appoint-

(a) one or more Managers with the qualifications as may be
prescribed to be responsible for the day to day management
and operation of the mine, and if more than one Manager is
appointed, ensure that the Managers' functions do not overlap
with each other; and supply the Managers with the means to
perform their functions; and take reasonable steps to ensure
that the Managers perform their functions.

(b) sufficient number of competent persons with the required
qualifications and experience to effectively supervise all mining
operations, equipment, and installations at the mine or its parts,
as may be prescribed, ensuring compliance with this Act, Rules,
and any orders issued thereunder; and

(c) an adequate number of competent persons to carry out mining
operations safely and effectively, with clearly defined functions,
duties, and responsibilities for each such individual.

The Owner or, agent shall, in respect of appointed persons in sub
section 3 of section 24, send a letter of appointment of such
employees to the Chief Inspector and Inspector in writing
specifying their names, address, qualification, duties and

n
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5)

7

regponsibilities for which they have been appoinied

It more than one parson has a duty In relation 1o the same matter under
this Act, each person with such duly musl, 8o far as is reasanabily
practicable, consull, cooperate and coordinale activities with all other
persons who have a duly In relation 1o the same matter,

For any contravention of the provislons of sub sections 1, 2, 3.4 or 5, of
section 24 the Owner, agent, or Manager commils an offence if one
or more of them falled to exerclse due diligence and take all
reasonable measures to ensure compllance with thase provisions.

For the purposes of this Act, 'reasonably praclicable’ means having
regand to the likelihood of the hazard, the degree of harm, what the
person knows or ought reasonably to know, and the avallability and
suitability of ways to eliminate or minimize the risk.

Employee's Duties for Health and Safety.—

1)

2)

Every employee at a mine, while at that mine, shall:

(a) take reasonable care to protect their own health and safety; and
take reasonable care to protect the health and safety of other
persons who may be affected by any act or omission of that
employee;

(b) useand take proper care of protective clothing, and other health
and safety facilities and equipment provided for the protection,
health or safety of that employee and other employees;

(c) report promptly to their immediate supervisor any situation
which the employee believes presents a risk to the health or
safety of that employee or any other person, and with which the
employee cannot properly deal; and

(d) co-operate with any person to permit compliance with the duties
and responsibilities placed on that person in terms of this Act,
Rules, and any orders issued thereunder.

An employee commits an offence if they contravene sub section 1 of
section 25.
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Chapter N

Mining Operations, Working Hours, Employment, Wages and Incantives

Commencement of Mining Operation,

1)

2)

The Owner, agent or Manager shall, nol less than thirty [30] days
before the commancemant of any mining operations at a mina, give a
written notice to the Chiel Inspector or Inspector containing such
particulars relating to the mine as may be prescribed.

Mining operations shall nol commence unless the Mine Safaty
Management Plan submitted under this section has been reviewer

and nol objected to by the Chief Inspectlor or Inspector concarned

If the proposed operations outlined In the notice given under sub
section 1 of section 26 do not commence within sixty [60] days from
the date on which the notice was given, such notice shall be deemed
to have expired and no mining operations authorized under this Act
shall commence unless a second notice has been given in
accordance with sub section 1 of section 26.

Authority to Enter a Mine.

1)

2)

3)

No person except the Chief Inspector, Inspector, Rescue
Superintendent, Surveyor or other officer of Inspectorate of Mines
Balochistan authorized by Chief Inspector shall enter a mine, unless
they have been authorized by the Manager and have provided
reasonable notice of their entry.

Unless authorized by the Manager, no persons shall leave a mine
except by a recognized means of entry or exit.

Any person authorized by the Manager under sub section 1 of section
27 must abide by all reasonable directions of the Manager and
observe all health and safety Rules applicable to the mine

Notice of Mine Accidents.—

1)

Whenever there occurs in or about a mine-

(a) an accident causing loss of life or serious bodily injury in
connection with mining operations;

(b) an accidental explosion, accidental or uncontrolled ignition of
explosives, spontaneous heating or appearance of smoke in
coal mines, uncontrolled fire or eruption or inrush of water or
other liquid matter in an underground excavation or tunnel;

(¢)  aninflux of inflammable or noxious gases that creates a serious
risk to the health and safety of an employee or any other person;

(d) a breakage of ropes, chains or other gear by which persons or
materials are lowered or raised In a shaft or an incline; or an
over winding of cages or other means of conveyance in any
shaft while persons or materials are being lowered or raised;

(e) breakage, fracture or fallure of any essential part of any
machine or apparatus whereby the safety of a person may be
n
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2)

3)

4)

in danger,

(0 an uncontrolled bursting of any equipment containing staarm,
compressed alr of other substance at high prassura that creatas
a serous risk to the health and safely of an amployea or any

other person,
(@  an electric shock or bum caused by contact with a conductor
camying more than 25 volts; o

(h)  subsidence or land sliding In the mining area; or pramature
collapse of any part of the working; or & rock-burst In working
below ground; or an Instantaneous fallure of a pillar, part of a
pillar or several pillars of coal n workings below ground,

(i)  any other accident in mine thal results In an Injury:

the Owner, agent or Manager shall give notice in writing within
twenty four [24] hours after the occurrence In the prescribed
form to the Chief Inspector or Inspector concermned.

Provided that in case of entrapped persons, the Owner or,
agent or Manager shall immedialely and as soon as
practicable, inform the Chief Inspector or Inspector concerned.

Where a notice given under sub section 1 of section 28 relates to an
accident causing loss of life, the Inspector shall make, or, where the
authority receiving the notice is not the Inspector, that authority shall
direct the Inspector concemed to make, an inquiry into the
occurrence, within one [1] month of the receipt of such notice or
information otherwise received relating to the accident.

The Chief Inspector may extend the period referred to under sub-
section by a maximum period of two [2] months if in his opinion it
would be unreasonable or impractical to conclude the inquiry within
one [1] month and shall inform the Secretary and the concemed Owner
or; agent of the extended period in writing prior to the expiry of the one
[1] month period referred to under sub section 2 of section 28.

When an accident causing loss of life or serious bodily injury to any
person occurs, the place of accident shall not be disturbed or altered
for fifteen [15] days from the date of such accident unless the Inspector
has earlier inspected it or given intimation that it is not proposed to
make an inquiry;

Provided that the place of accident may be disturbed if it is necessary
for securing the safety of the mine or the persons employed therein,

subject to the following conditions, namely:

(a) the decision that it is necessary to disturb the place must be
taken by the Manager;

(b) the disturbance must not prejudice to subsequent investigation;

(c) the employees’ representative (if appointed) must have had a
reasonable opportunity to inspect the place of accident if he

wishes;
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5)

6)

7)

(d)  an accurate site map of the nren whete the aocidaent oecurraed
shall be prepared, and coples thateol shall be mada asalable
to the Inspector and the amployees’ reprasantative, and

(e)  everything which Is relevant to the accident must be presarssd
as far as possible, in the condition in which it was at the time of

accident.

Wherever there occurs In or about a mine an accldent specified in
sub section 1 of section 28 and any other accident causing an Injury
to any person, the Owner or, agent or Manager, shall enter details of
such occurrence in the register in the prescribed form and copies of
such entries shall be sent by the Owner or agent within fifleen [15]
days after the 30th day of June and the 31st day of December in each
year to the Chief Inspector.

In case of any accident resulting In loss of life or serious bodily injury,
the Owner, agent or Manager shall conduct a root cause analysis in
the prescribed manner and submit the report to the Chief Inspector
within such time as may be prescribed.

Failure to preserve the site of accident in violation of this section shall
constitute an offence under this Act.

Occupational Diseases—

The government may, if appropriate from time to time, by notification in the
official Gazette, include or exclude an occupational disease from
Schedule [1], for the purpose of this Act.

Notice of occupational diseases.—

1)

2)

3)

Where any person employed in a mine contracts or is believed to have
contracted any disease; specified in Schedule [1], as an occupational
disease peculiar to any mining operation, the Owner or agent or
Manager (as applicable); shall send a notice to the Chief Inspector,;
and an Inspector having jurisdiction of the area, in the prescribed form
within seven [7] days of the contraction of the occupational disease.

The Chief Inspector may direct -an Inspector to investigate -the matter

within a specified time, or may request the relevant district health
authorities to provide -medical practitioners and laboratory or X-ray
faciliies on such terms and conditions as deemed appropriate, to
assist the Chief Inspector or an Inspector for the purpose of this
section within such time as specified in the requisition-.

If the Chief Inspector; or the Inspector has a reason to believe that
any employee working In or at the mine has contracted an
occupational disease specified in Schedule [1] or a disease contracted
as a result of working In or at the mine in risky environment, the Chief
Inspector may refer that employee to any government hospital or to
any other reputed medical centre or medical specialist not in the
control of government, for necessary medical check-up and opinion for
further investigation and treatment if deemed necessary.

Report by medical practitioner.—
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33.

)

2)

I & medical practitions: attenda to an smployea or forrmar arnplengas
al & mine who g, of la believed by Ihe madioal practitionar o be,
gulfering from a disense spacified In Schadule [1], ha shall, witheut
delay, communicate to tha Chiel Inspector hia findings at the

examination in a report, and shall, if requestad by the Chisf Inapactor,
fumigh such further nformation sl his disposal in regard 1o the
examination of the health of such parson as the Chief Inspactor rmay

require staling therein:
(a) the name and address of the patient,

(b) medical checkup report duly signed and stamped by the
medical practitioner who has medically examined the patient,

(c) the disease from which the patient Is or Is belleved lo be
suffering; and

(d) the name and address of the mine, the name and address of
the Owner in which the patient was last employed;

Provided that in the case of a medical practitioner employed at a mine,
the report specified in section 31 subsection 1 shall be made directly
to the Chief Inspector.

The Chief Inspector or an Inspector, if so advised by the medical
practitioner, may direct the Owner, agent or Manager (as applicable)
to shift, for any specified period, a person who has contracted an
occupational disease to such a working place where there is less or
no danger of aggravation of the disease.

Cost of medical examination and treatment.-—-

1)

2)

Where the report submitted under section 31 is confirmed to the
satisfaction of the Chief Inspector through a certificate issued by a
medical practitioner that the employee is suffering from a disease
specified in Schedule [1], the Chief Inspector shall forward the case
with necessary recommendation to the Owner for payment of all
reasonable expenses incurred by the patient suffering from the
occupational disease and the cost to keep the employee under
observation at an external medical facility if advised by the medical
practitioner for a period of no more than ten [10] days unless
recommended otherwise by the medical practitioner.

The Owner, agent or Manager shall consider the recommendation
made by the Chief Inspector under sub section 1 of section 32.

Medical certificate of fithess.

1)

A medical practitioner, subject to the provisions of this Act and
prescribed Rules, shall on application made in the prescribed manner
by any employee or an Owner or Agent who intends to employ a
person to perform work in a mine who, e Is not in possession of a valid
certificate of fithess, medically examine that person In a manner as he
deems fit and Issue to such person a certificale of fitness in the
prescribed form;

Provided that In the case of a medical practitioner employed at a mine
site, the medical certificate of fitness shall be Issued by him as raqulmg
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?)

3)

4)

under this saction

The Owner or agent shall provide all necassary facilities lo carry out
such medical axaminations to datarmine tha fitnaas of tha amployas
on such date, time and place fixad by tha Chief Inspactor,

No person shall be allowed lo anter into a mine for the purpose of work
or employment In a mine unless he is in possassion of a rmadical
filness certificale lasued by the medical practitionar as recuired under
sub section 1 section 33,

Every person who performs work In or aboul the mine whather aticve
or below ground shall be medically axamined at such intarvals as may
be determined by the Chief Inspector.

Hours of Employment

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

A person employed In any mine shall not be allowed to work for mors
than forty-eight [48] hours in any week or for more than eight (2] hours
in any day, provided that where persons are employed in shifts, they
may be employed In excess of forty-eight [48] hours in any week and
for more than eight [8] hours in any day, if the average number of
working hours does not exceed eight [8] hours per day or fifty-six [56]
hours per week over a period of three [3] consecutive weeks, with at
least one [1] rest day per week or at least a 24-hour rest period
between shifts at the end of each seven [7] consecutive days.

Subject to the provisions of sub section 1 section 34, the Owner,
Agent or Manager shall not permit the employment of a person for a
shift at a:

(@) surface mine for a period longer than 12 hours in any 24 hours;

(b)  underground mine for a period longer than 10 hours in any 24
hours,

Provided in case of an emergency where life or property is in danger;

or where urgent work is essential to the continuation of the ordinary
working of a mine, providing it is only on an infrequent basis; or where
work schedules incorporate periodic shift changes within a 24-hour
period; the Chief Inspector or Inspector concerned may for reasons to
be recorded in writing and subject to such conditions as he may deem
fit to impose, extend the hours of employment.

The Owner, Agent or Manager shall ensure that the employee shall
get a minimum of eight [08] hours of rest between preceding and
succeeding shift.

The Owner, agent or Manager of every mine shall post a notice at the
mine office stating the shift intervals, weekly days of rest of the
employees and any other information on the prescribed form and a
copy of such notice shall be sent to the Chief Inspector, and the
Inspector concerned.

In case any alteration Is desired in the notice under sub section 4 of
section 34, an amended nolice in the prescribed form shall be posted
at the mine office not less than seven [07] days before the change is
made and a

i
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35.

7.

copy of such notice shall ba sant to the Chief Inspector and the
Inspector concerned, not less than seven days befora such change

6)  The Owner or agent or Manager shall nol allow any employee lo work
in a mine otherwise In accordance with tha nolice requirad undear sub
section 4 of section 34,

7)  The persons listed in Schadule [2) of this Act shall be axarnptad frorm
hours of employment defined in this saction.

Employment of women, -
1) The Owner, Agent or Manager shall nol employ women in an
underground mine unless:;

(a) any Rules published by the government in the officlal Gazatte
or other orders of a mine which the Chlef Inspector Issued, in
respect of women working below ground are complied with; and

(b) the deployment shall be in a group of not less than five (5) other
women in a shift.

Provided that the provisions of this subsection shall not apply to
women who do not perform manual work and are employed in
technical or managerial positions or in health services.

2) No women shall be employed in a mine without their written consent;
and unless adequate facilities and safeguards regarding their
occupational safety, security and health are provided by the Owner,
agent or Manager.

3) A woman shall have the right to maternity benefits provided for under
any legislation or agreement with the employee and in the manner as
may be prescribed.

4)  The Chief Inspector shall have the power to direct the Owner, Agent
or Manager to make payments for the purpose of this section.

5)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to deny employment to
women in mining operations where adequate safety measures are
provided.

Prohibition of employment of children.—

1) The Owner, Agent or Manager shall not employ a child in a mine or
allow a child to be present in any part of a mine.

2)  The Owner, agent or Manager (as applicable) commits an offence if a
Child is found in the premises of the mine with the consent of the
Owner, agent or Manager (as applicable).

36.2 In case of doubt about the age of a person employed in a Mine, the

Chief Inspector or Inspector concerned shall direct the Owner, Agent
or Manager to produce an age determination certificate on a

prescribed form Issued by a medical practitioner referred by the Chief
Inspector or Inspecter concemed,

Exemption from hours of employment by Manager.--
1) If in the opinion of the Manager, there Is an emergency in the mine or
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2)

in case of & mine accident of in case of any urgent wark o be done o

machinery, plant, equipment of tha mine as a resull of breakdown of
such machinery, plant or aquipment, the Manager may, subjact to the
provislons of section 43 and section 44 , allow parsons to be armployed
in contravention of section 34 on such work as may be necassary o
protect the safely of the mine or of the persons amployad tharsin, and
shall immediately report In willing the action laken and ihe
circumstances relating therelo to the Chief Inspecior o Inspector
concemed

The persons given examption by the Manager under sub-section 1 of
section 37 shall have the right lo compensatory days of rest, if ary of
his rest days are suffered during such exemption,

Extra wages for overtime.—

1)

2)

The Owner, Agent or Manager (as applicable) of any employee shail
ensure that where in a mine a person's hours of employment exceeds
those specified in clause a sub section 2 of section 24 that employee
shall be entitied to extra wages for overtime work at the rate twice his
ordinary rate of wages and period of the overtime shall be calculated
on a daily basis or weekly basis, whichever is more favourable to
him.,

For the purpose of sub section 1 of section 38, “ordinary rate of
wages" means all remuneration capable of being expressed in terms

3)

4)

of money which would, if the ferms of confract of employment, express
or implied, were fulfilled, be payable to a worker in respect of his
employment or of work done in such employment, but does not
include:

(@) the value of any house-accommodation, supply of light, water,
medical attendance or other amenity;

(b) any contribution paid by the owner to any pension fund or
provident fund;

(c) any travelling allowance or the value of travelling concession;

(d) any sum paid to the person employed to defray special
expenses entailed on him by the nature of his employment; or

(e) any gratuity, bonus, overtime, allowance or share in profits of
the mine.

Where any person employed in a mine is paid on a piece-rate basis
the Chief Inspector may, in consultation with the Owner or agent
concerned and the representatives of the persons employed in the
mine, for the purposes of this section, fix time rates as early as possible
equivalent to the average rate of earnings of the persons so employed,
and the rates so fixed shall be deemed to be the ordinary rates of
wages of such persons,

The Chief Inspector may prescribe the registers that shall be
maintained in a mine for the purpose of securing compliance with the
provisions of this section.
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».

Employess Reglster, ..

1)

2)

3)

4)

For a mine, the Owner, agent or Managar shall kaep in the prescrited
form and place a register of all parsons amployad in the rmine

The reglster prescribed under sub seclion 1 of section 39 shall be
maintained in such mannaer that the parliculars recardaed therein,
including but not imited o, hours of employmant, leave, and other
related matters, are In conformity with tha provisions of this Act, and
no entry shall be made or maintained that would result in a
contravention thereol.

The employees whose particulars are entered in the ragister urider sub
section 1 of section 39 shall ba deamed to be ragisterad arngployaas,
and no person shall be allowed to work In a mine unless he is a

registered employee.

The register maintained under this section shall be open for
inspection by an Inspector at all reasonable times.

Leave with wages.

1)

2)

3)

Every person who has completed one year of continuous service in a
mine shall be allowed during the subsequent period of twelve months
leave with wages for a number of days calculated, at the rate of:

(a) one day for every seventeen [17] days of work performed below
ground during the previous period of twelve months; and

(b) one day for every twenty [20] days of work performed above
ground during the previous period of twelve months;

Provided that a period of leave shall be inclusive of any holiday which
may occur during such period.

If a person employed in a mine does not, in any such period of twelve
[12] months, avail the leave to which he is entitled under section 40
subsection 1, either in whole or in part, such leave not taken by that
person shall be added to the leave to be allowed to that person under
that subsection in the succeeding period of twelve [12] months,
provided that:

a.  such person shall cease to earn leave under this section when
the leave due to the person amounts to twenty [20] days; and

b. any leave applied for by a person but refused by the Owner,
agent or Manager for any reason shall be added to the credit of
such person beyond the aforesaid limit.

Where a person employed in a mine is discharged or dismissed from
service or quits his employment or is superannuated or dies while in
service, he or his heirs or his nominee, as the case may be, shall be
entitled to all accrued but untaken leave calculated at the rate specified
in sub section 1 of section 40,

(a) In case of underground mine, the person referred to in sub
section 1 of section 40 have attended at least half of the total
days from the date of employment to the date of discharge,

dismissal, resignation, retirement, or death. <
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4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

(b)  In case of surface mine, the person referrad to in sub section
1 of section 40 have attended al least two-third of the lotal
days from the dale of employment to the date of dischargs,
dismissal, resignation, retirement, or death,

Any person who wants to avall leave, may apply In wriling to the
Manager not less than fifteen [16] days before the day on which he
wishes his leave lo begin, for all leave or any portion thereof allowable
to him under this section;

Provided that the number of imes In which leave may be taken during
any one calendar year shall not exceed three;

Provided further that If the person avalling the leave due to iliness, he
shall be granted such leave even if the application for leave is not
made within the specified time.

An application for such leave made in accordance with sub section
4 of section 40 shall not be refused unless the authority empowered
to grant a leave is of the opinion that owing to the exigencies of the
situation the leave may be refused.

For the purpose of sub section 1 section 40, a person shall be
deemed to have completed a period of continuous service in a mine
notwithstanding any interruption in service during that period due to:

(@) any holiday;

(b)  any leave with wages;

(c) any leave, with or without wages, due to sickness or accident;
(d) any maternity leave not exceeding twelve weeks;

(e) any period of lay-off arising due to a force majeure event or
circumstances at the mine outside the person's control; or

i) a legal strike or illegal lockout.

Every person employed in a mine shall be allowed, with wages, such
festival holidays as declared by the government to be public holidays.

Every person employed in a mine shall be entitled in a year to twenty
five [25] days casual leave on full wages and sixteen days [16] sick
leave on half average wages;

Provided that casual leave or sick leave admissible under this section
shall not be accumulated and carried forward to the succeeding year.

For the leave or holidays allowed to a person under the provisions of
this section, they shall be paid:

(a) in case of leave with full wages, at the rate equal to the daily
average of their wages for the days on which they actually
worked during the preceding three [3] months;

(b) in case of leave with half average wages, at the rate equal to
half daily average of their wages as aforesaid,
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Chapter IV
Inspections, Enforcement, Offences and Panaities

41. Powers of Chief Inspector and Inspector to deal with dangerous
conditions.

1

2)

3)

4)

If the Chief Inspector or Inspector reasonably belleves that any
activity, practice or condition al a mine endangers or may endanger

the health or safety of any person at the mine:

(a) they may give notice In writing to the Owner, agent or Manager
of the mine;

(b) that notice may give the Owner, or Manager or agent any
instruction needed to protect the health or safety of persons at

the mine;

(c) the nofice shall specify the time within which the instruction
must be complied with, taking into account the urgency of the
situation and the need to protect health and safety; and

(d) the Chief Inspector may, by written notice to the Owner, agent
or Manager, extend the compliance period for a notice issued
under sub section 1 of section 41.

Where the Owner, agent or Manager fails to comply with the notice
given under sub section 1 of section 41 within the period specified
therein, the Chief Inspector or the Inspector may, by order in writing,
prohibit the employment or mining operation in or about the mine or
any part thereof of any person whose employment is not in his
opinion reasonably necessary for securing compliance with the terms
of the notice, till the removal of danger.

Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions contained in sub
section 1 of section 41, the Chief Inspector or the Inspector may,
order in writing addressed to the Owner, agent or Manager to prohibit
the extraction or reduction of pillars in any part of the mine if, in his
opinion, such operation is likely to cause the crushing of pillars or the
premature collapse of any part of the workings or otherwise endanger
the mine or the life, health or safety of persons employed therein, or
if, in his opinion, adequate provision against the outbreak of fire or
flooding has not been made by providing for the sealing off and
isolation of the part of the mine in which such operation Is
contemplated and for restricting the area that might be affected by a

fire or flooding.

If the Chief Inspector, or the Inspector authorised on his behalf by a
general or special order in writing by the Chief Inspector, is of the
reasonable opinion that there Is an urgent and imminent danger to the
life, health or safety of any person employed In any mine or part
thereof, he may, by an order in writing containing a detalled statement
of the grounds of his opinion, prohibit, until he is satisfied that the
danger has been removed, the employment in or about the mine or
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8)

6)

8)

8)

10)

parl thereo! of any pereson whose smployment s not in hia apinion
reasonably necessary for the purpose of rermoving the danger

The petiod spacified In the note meued under aub asction 1 of
saction 41, and order lssued under subaaction 2 3 or 4 of ssction
41, ae the case may be, required for temaoval of danger and
restoration of safely 1o the satisfaction aned dispesal of Iheaat may, on
the application of the Owner, agent or Managaer be axlandad by the
Chiel Ingpector bul the lolal pariod axtended on the application shall
not exceed ninety (00 days

Where notice has been given under sub section 1 of section 41 or an
ordet has been made under subsection 2, 3, or 4 of section 41 by the
Ingpector, the Owner, agent or Manager may, within thirty [36] days
afer the receipt of tha notice or order, as the case may be, appeal
against the same lo the Chiel Inspector who may confirm, madify or
cancel the notice or order.

If an Owner, agent or Manager is aggrieved with the decision of Chief
Inspector under sub section 6 of section 41; or with the notica or
order issued by Chief Inspector under sub section 1, 2, 3 and 4 of
section 41, he may within thirty [30] days of the decision or order, as
the case may be, lodge an appeal to the Appellate Tribunal. The
Appellate Tribunal shall make a final judgement in the matter.

On receipt of any instruction, notice or order under sub section 1, 2,
3 and 4 of section 41, the Owner, agent or Manager shall-

(a) immediately comply with the instructions, or the order within
specified period:

(b) prepare and submit a detail action plan to Chief Inspector
referring to the various instructions, notice or order and to
designate specific persons to perform the necessary functions;

(c) make sure that the action plan is executed under the direct
supervision of the Manager or by a competent person appointed
by the Manager for the purpose. If any difficulties arise out of
implementation of the plan, it must be and without delay brought
in writing along with practicable proposals in the notice of the
Chief Inspector, for further necessary action and
implementation.

Nothing in this section shall affect the powers of a Magistrate under
section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898).

Any instruction, notice or order issued under this section shall be
proportionate to the nature and degree of risk involved.

42.  Powers of Chlef Inspector to order closure of a mine or its part.

1)

The Chief Inspector, or an Inspector, authorized on his behalf by a
general or special order In writing by the Chief Inspector may issue an
;-.t::r of closure of a mine or part thereof if he has a reasonable belief

(@)  An Owner, agent or Manager has falled to comply with an order
Issued under section 41;
M
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®)

(©

(d)

(e)

("

(9)

(h)

Provided thal the closure order undar clause (a) will be
temporary and remain in place unlil the ordaer lssusd under
section 41 has been remediad.

The mine ot part of a mine, whelher above or balow ground,
has reached residential or commerclal area, general public
facilities, public road, water lank, parennial springs, well, water
or gas pipeline, public park, graveyard, If it s posing a serious
and immediate threal to public lives and health,

An underground mine or part thereof or any underground
incline, shaft, level, or any other underground opening

developed for exploration of mineral or mining operations has
been developed; without leaving natural pillars of adequate
size;

Provided that, if Chief Inspector or Inspector is of the opinion
that leaving of the pillars are not necessary and the size of pillar
will not affect safety of the mine, the Chief Inspector or Inspector
may allow mining operations on such terms and conditions as
he may deem fit for safety of the mine and the employees
employed therein.

The mine or part thereof has been developed without any
scientific design and in a reckless manner, and poses an urgent
and imminent danger to the lives, health and safety of mine
employees;

Any underground mine or part thereof where mining operations
have caused active and destructive land subsidence, or the
surface of the land above the mine has shown clear fractures
and fissures, resulted from extraction of Mineral on large scale;
and where in the opinion of the Chief Inspector or Inspector,
further mining may result in catastrophe;

A mine where extraction of Minerals has been oris being carried
out through a single entry (adit, incline or shaft) having no
second outlet;

Provided that this provision shall not apply to exploratory adit
where all precautionary measures for safety of mine and
employees have been adopted.

the surface mine or part thereof where mining operations have
been or is being resulted in severe public complaints against fly
rocks, shock waves and ground vibrations resulted from
unplanned, uncontrolled blasting and causing or have caused
injuries, damages to human, animals or property or developed
objectionable cracks In residential or commerclal buildings or
tend to threaten the nearby surrounding;

any mine where mining operations have resulted in dispute
between the Owners or between Owner and Employees or any
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2)

3)

other circumstances which may causa danger to the lives or
interest of Owners or Employees of both,

Provided thal closure under this clause will ba lamporary and
shall cease 1o apply while the dispule has hean resolved, and

(i)  any mine, or part thereol, thal falla to cormply with the health,
safety, and environmental siandards esiablished under this Act,
its rules, or any orders Issued thareunder, and whare such
failure poses a clear and Imminent danger to the safety, lives,
and health of employees.

If an Owner, agent or Manager Is aggrieved by any order issued by
an Inspector under sub section 1 of section 42, he may, within thirty
[30] days after the communication of the impugned order, lodge an
appeal against such order to the Chief Inspector, and the Chief
Inspector shall, after he has considered the ground of the appeal and
the Inspector's reasons for the issuance of the order, confirm, set
aside, or modify the decision.

If an Owner, agent or Manager Is aggrieved with the decision of Chief
Inspector under sub section 2 of section 42 or with the order issued
by Chief Inspector under sub section 1 of section 42, he may within
thirty [30] days of the decision or order, as the case may be, lodge an
appeal to-the Appellate Tribunal. The Appellate Tribunal shall make a
final judgment in the matter.

Offences and Penalties
43, Offences

1)

2)

Obstruction

(a) Any person who obstructs, hinder, opposes or unduly
influences the Chief Inspector, an Inspector or any person
authorized under this Act, in the discharge of his duties, or
refuses or willfully neglects to afford reasonable facility to such
persons for making entry, inspection, safety and health
examination, measuring, surveying, taking sample, checking
instruments, and safety appliances, commits an offence.

(b)  Any person who refuses to produce, on the demand -by the
persons mentioned under clause a of this section, any
registers, underground or surface mine plans or other
documents kept in pursuance of this Act, or prevents or
attempts to prevent or does anything which he has reason to
believe to be likely to prevent, any person from appearing
before or being examined by an inspecting officer acting in
pursuance of his duties under this Act, commits an offence.

Falsifying documents
Any person who counterfeits, falsifies, or knowingly makes or uses; -
any false certificate, declaration, statement, plan, register, record, or

evidence required under this Act, or knowingly submits inaccurate
details in any plan, return, notice, or report, or engages in any act of
3B
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3)

4)

5)

6)

8)

9)

10)

misrepreseniation o oblain, renew, of use a carlificale or securs
employment in a mine, commits an offence.

Fallure to furnish plans

Il an Owner, agent or Manager, or any person authorised by the
Owner, agent or Manager n willing falls to furnish In the prascribed
form or manner of al or within the prescribed time any undaerground or
surface plan, section, relurn, nolice, register, record, ragistration of
mines or report required under this Act to ba made or furnished,

commits an offence,

Contravention regarding employment of persons

Whoever, save as permitted under section 34, contravenes any
provision of this Act or of any rule or of any order made thereunder
prohibiting, restricting or regulating the employment or presence of
persons in or about a mine, commits an offence.

Employment of children

Any Owner, agent or Manager who employs a child in contravention
of section 36 commits an offence.

Failure to appoint Manager and competent persons

Any Owner or agent who fails to comply with the provision of section
22 or fails to appoint competent persons as required under this Act and
Rules made thereunder, commits an offence.

Failure to provide First Aid

Any Owner, agent or Manager who fails to provide first aid facilities at
mine site as required under sub section 2 of section 24, commits an

offence.

Failure to register mines

Any Owner, agent or Manager who fails to register a mine in
contravention of section 63, commits an offence.

Failure to give notice of accident

Whoever in contravention of sub section 1 of section 28 fails to give
notice of mine accident or fails to make entry in the prescribed
register in contravention of sub section § of section 28, commits an

offence.

Fallure to give notice of occupational diseases

Whoever in contravention of section 30 falls to give notice of any
occupational disease, commits an offence.
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1)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

18)

Fallure to post extiacta of lnw

Whoever faile to post up a copy of the prascribad abatracts of the Act,
Rules made theteunder of a copy of tha prescribad potics in
comtravention of sub section 3 of esction 22, commita an offancs

Fallure to provide emargency rescue plan and arrangamants
Whoever in contravention of section 62 falls 1o provide armargency
rescue plan and other arrangementa nacessary for use during mine
emergency, commils an offence,

Fallure to provide Personal Protective Equipment

Any Owner, agent or Manager-who falls to provide personal protective
equipment as required under this Act and Rules made thereunder,
commits an offence.

Fallure to train persons

Any Owner, agent or Manager-who fails to train his employees in
mandatory training as provided in section 55, commits an offence.
Failure to comply with Sub-Sectlon 7 of section 58

A Manager who fails to comply with the provision of section 58 as laid
down in sub section 6 of section 58, commits an offence.

Contravention regarding employment of women

Any Owner, agent or Manager or any woman employee who
contravenes the provisions of section 35, commits an offence.

Contravention by an employee

Any employee who fails to comply with the provisions of section 25,
commits an offence.

Disobedience of orders

Whoever:

(a) contravenes any provision or any order issued under any
provisions of this Act or of any Rule made thereunder or;

(b)  wilfully interferes with or misuses any appliance, convenience
or other things to be provided or kept in a mine for the purpose
of securing the health and safety of person employed therein
or,

(c) wilfully and without reasonable cause do anything likely to
endanger himself or others or;

(d)  wilfully neglect to make use of any appliance or thing provided
in the mine for the purpose of securing the health or safety of
the employees, or
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19)

(¢) ot any conkavention of hie act for which ne penally a
hereinbators provided

pommite an offence
Contravention of law with dangerous resulte

(8)  Whoever contravenes the provisions of this Act of of ary nule of
order made thereunder;, and such contravantion rasults in loss

ol e,

()  Whoever contravenes the provisions of this Act or of any rula o
order made thereunder, and such contravention results in

serious bodily Injury; or

(c)  Whoever contravenes the provisions of this Act or of any rule or
order made thereunder; and such contravention causes Injury,
or danger to persons employed in a mine or other persons in or
about the mine In circumstances other than clause a and b of
sub section 19 of section 43,

commits an offence.

44. Penalties

1)

2)

3)

4)

The offence in clause (a) sub section 1, sub section 18 and clause (a)
of subsection 19 of section 43 shall be deemed cognizable and non-
bail able and the Chief Inspector, or an Inspector duly authorized in
this regard, shall report such offences to the respective police station
for the registration of a case against the accused. The offence shall
be punishable by a fine or imprisonment as mentioned in Schedule
[3] of this Act.

The offences specified in section 43 other than specified in sub
section 1 and 3 of section 44 section 43 shall be non- cognizable and
a complaint shall be filled before J.M according to the section 200
CrP.C 1898. The offences shall be punishable with fine as mentioned
in Schedule [4] of this Act.

The offences specified in section 43 other than offence provided in
Sub-section 1 and 2 of the section 44 of section 43 shall be
punishable with Administrative Penaity by Chief Inspector or an
Inspector authorized in this behalf, in accordance with Schedule [5]
and on the challan specified in Schedule [6] of this Act. No
administrative penalty shall be imposed without giving the alleged
offender an opportunity of being heard.

A person who owes a duty under this Act may only be sentenced to a

term of imprisonment where that person, without reasonable excuse,

engages In conduct that exposes an individual, to whom that person’s

duty is owed, to a risk of death and elther (i) engages in the conduct

gtgagﬁss negligence, or (if) is reckless as to the risk to an individual
ath.
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Action Notice gives ties to a signifieant haalth and aafaty fiak under
ihie Act and the Rules, and

(b) hat violation remaine unremadiad, then he Chisf Inapactoe of
Mines shall notify the |Licensing Authority to inftiate proceadings for
sanctione, suspension of cancellation of tha Minaral Title undar the
melevant provislone of the Balochistan Mines aned Minarals Act,

2025

(€) No Mineral Title shall be cancelled unless the Ownar, Agant or

Manager of a mine to whom a Corrective Action Nofice is sent has
been afforded a falr opportunity lo be heard, and 1o lake nacessary
corrective  action, The Licensing Authority shall determire the
appropriate sanction having regard to the gravity, recurrence and

consequences of the violations,

(d) If the Chief Inspector of Mines determines that a Mineral Title shail

be cancelled, they shall notify the Licensing Authority for initiation of
any lease cancellation proceedings under the relevant provision of
the Balochistan Mines and Minerals Act, 2025 (Act No VIl of 2025).
Upon such cancellation, the Mineral Title shall not be renewed or
re-granted to the same individual, firm or company for a period of
five (5) years unless specifically approved by the Provincial
Government for reasons recorded in writing. Nothing in this section
shall prejudice the Licensing Authority's power to order immediate
suspension of operations where an imminent danger to life or
serious risk to health or safety exists.

Enforceable undertaking

1)

2)

3)

The Chief Inspector may, in cases not involving any offences listed in
Schedule [3] or section 43 subsection 1 clause a, 18 and 19, accept
a written undertaking (WHS undertaking) given by a person in
connection with a matter relating to a contravention or alleged
contravention by the person of this Act.

The giving of a WHS undertaking does not constitute an admission of
guilt by the person giving it in relation to the contravention or alleged
contravention to which the undertaking relates.

The Chief Inspector must give the person seeking to make a WHS
undertaking written notice of the Chief inspector's decision to accept
or reject the WHS undertaking and of the reasons for the decision and
shall consider:

(a) the seriousness of the offence;
(b)  any history of non-compliance;

(c) the likelihood of improved compliance through the WHS
undertaking; and

(d) public Interest and employee safety.
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4)  AWHS undertaking takes effect and becomes enforceable when the
Chief Inspector's decision 1o accept the undertaking Is given o the
parson who mada the underlaking or al any latar data spacified by the
Chief Inspector,

5) A person musl nol conlravene a WHS undertaking made by that
person that Is In effect. The maximum penalty for a contravention of a
WHS undertaking Is [Rs. 300,000/-).

6) If a court Is salisfled that the person has contravened tha WHS
undertaking, the court may make one or both of the following orders:

(a) anorder directing the person to comply with the undertaking; or
(b)  an order discharging the undertaking.

7)  Aperson who has made a WHS undertaking may at any time with the
written agreement of the Chief inspector:

(a) withdraw the undertaking; or
(b)  vary the undertaking.

8) No prosecution shall be initiated or continued in respect of a
contravention eligible under subsection 46.1 while a WHS undertaking
is in effect.

9) No proceedings may be brought for a contravention or alleged
contravention of this Act against a person who has made a WHS
undertaking in relation to a contravention that has completely
discharged the WHS undertaking

10) The Chief Inspector may accept a WHS undertaking in relation to a
contravention or alleged contravention before proceedings in relation
to that contravention have been finalised.

11) If the Chief Inspector accepts a WHS undertaking before the
proceedings are finalised, the Chief Inspector must take all reasonable
steps to have the proceedings discontinued as soon as possible.

Cognizance of offences.

1)  No Court inferior to that of Magistrate of the First Class shall take
cognizance of any offence under this Act, except upon a written
complaint made by the Chief Inspector or an Inspector authorized in
this behalf by the Chief Inspector.

2) The government shall appoint a special magistrate to try offences
under this Act.

3) Unless any specific provision is provided in this Act, the provisions of
Criminal Procedure Code, 1898 (V of 1898) shall apply to all the
proceedings under this Act.

Power of the Court.

1) Where the Owner, agent, Manager, Manufacturer, Supplier,
Contractor or Competent person is convicted of an uffencg
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2)

3)

punighable under thie Act, the Court may, in acelition to awardinig him
any puniehment, upon application by the Chief inspactor and
Inspactors authotized by the Chiaf Inspactor, maka an order in writing
which

(a)  specifies additional reasonable maasures for rermadying the
matters which relate o the offence, and

(b)  specifies a reasonable lime for such measures lo be taken
which may be extended by the Court,

The Court may request a party to provide axpert avidence, or consult
with a technical expert, including the Mines Health and Safety
Committee, in order to make a determination In the matter,

Where an order Is made under sub section 1 of section 48 , the
Owner, agent or Manager, as the case may be, shall not be liable
under this Act in respect of the continuance of the offence during the
period or extended period, if any, but if on the expiry of such peried or
extended period the order of the Court has not been fully complied
with, the Owner, agent or Manager shall be punishable with a fine
which may extend to ten thousand rupees for every day after such
expiry on which the order has not been complied with.
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Chaptar V
fRescuns and Tralning

Mine Rescue and Emergency Prepatedness,

1)

2)

Mine Emergency Reaponse Plan,

(@  The Manager shall develop a Mine Emargancy Raesganse Plan
(MERP) and send a copy of the same 1o the Chief Inspector or
Ingpector. The MERP shall be kept up lo date and followad in
the event of an emergency.

(b) The MERP must outline the response procedures that are
essential for effective and timely management of an emergercy
situation,

(¢) The MERP must include the emergency preparedness and
response plans in the manner as may be prescribed.

(d) The Manager shall ensure that annual testing of the
effectiveness of the MERP is conducted and record of the
testing must be submitted to the Chief Inspector.

(e) The Manager shall ensure that periodic emergency drills and
simulations are conducted in accordance with the Mine
Emergency Response Plan, in such manner and frequency as
may be prescribed.

()  The Manager shall ensure that all employees are informed of
and trained in the Mine Emergency Response Plan relevant to
their duties.

Mine Emergency Response Team.

(a)  Every Owner, agent or Manager shall ensure the presence of
a Mine Emergency Response Team (MERT), in their leased or
licensed area to be available all the time at the mine site during
operations of the mines.

()  The team mentioned in clause a of this section shall consist of at
least five members qualified by experience and having a valid
“mine rescue certificate™

i. In underground mines, experience in underground mining
operations will be required.

ii. In surface mines, experience in surface mining operations
will be required.

(c)  The Owner, agent or Manager shall submit the details of the
mine emergency response team to the Chief Inspector in the
manner as may be prescribed.

(d) The MERT shall aid the Mine Rescue Teams of the mines
rescue station, Rescue Superintendent, Inspector or the Chief
Inspector as the case may be, during the rescue operations in
their own leased area or anywhere In the surrounding where
thelr services are required.

(e) At least one qualified member of the Mine Emergency
44
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3)

4)

5)

Responsa Team shall ba prasent al the mine site during active
mining operalions,

Mine Rescue Equipment and Breathing Apparatus,

Every Owner, agent or Manager shall keep ready at thelr mine site,
mine rescue equipment and breathing apparatuses in the manrar and
on the scale as may be prescribed.

All mine rescue equipment and breathing apparatus shall be
maintained In serviceable condition and Inspected at prescribed
intervals,

Emergency Mine Rescue and First Ald Training

The Manager shall ensure for the purpose of sub section 2 of section
52, that MERT get proper mine rescue training, refresher courses
and First Aid Training arranged by Mines Rescue and Training
Station of the [Balochistan] and a record of all such training shall be
maintained at the mine site.

Mine Plans for Rescue Purpose.

The Manager shall ensure that the mine plans required under this Act
are readily available for the use of mine rescue teams.

Such mine plans shall be kept updated and readily accessible in both
hard copy and digital form where practicable.

Establishment of Mine Rescue and Training Station.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

The government shall establish a centralized mine rescue and training

station (MRTS) for the whole of the [Balochistan] and such
substations at such places as it considers necessary, all of which
shall be equipped and maintained by the govermment.

The mine rescue and fraining station or its substations shall be
subordinate to Chief Inspector and shall consist of such number of
persons and equipment as may be prescribed.

The MRTS established under sub section 1 of section 53 shall be
responsible for training and leading the mine rescue operations in the
[Balochistan] and shall conduct its business in the prescribed
manner.

providing for the levy and collection of a duty of
Rescue/Safety/Training (at a rate not exceeding 25% rate of royalty
per ton) on coke and coal and (5% rate of royalty on other
minerals)produced in and dispatched from mines specified under
clause (a) in any group or included under clause (a) In any specified
area, the utilization of the proceeds thereof for the creation of a
central rescue station fund for such group or area and the
administration of such funds.

The government shall ensure adequate funding, staffing and
equipment for the effective functioning of the Mine Rescue and
Tralning Stations.
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Establishment of a aurvey Institute.

The govemment shall eslablish a central survey institite for the
[Balochistan) in a specified area of such size and capacity as may be
prescribed to produce competent surveyors required In different phases of

Employee tralning.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Every Owner, agenl or Manager (as applicable) shall ansura that the
persons employed In any mine are made avallable 1o attend ary

mandatory trainings conducted by the Inspectorate of Mines.

The Chief Inspector may, adopt strategles, arrange programs of such
form, scale and period as may be deemed necessary lo provide
training on various subjects relating to mine management, mine
workings, general safety, hazard identification and occupational safety
and health in mines.

Every Owner or agent of every mine shall afford all reasonable
facilities to the trainers and trainees at place of training and shall
ensure the availability of such number of employees as determined
and required to be trained in the proposed training program at sites as
well as at Mine Rescue and Training Stations and its substations.

All the trainees (mine employees) may be paid compensation/stipend
by the Owner, agent or Manager at the rate as may be prescribed.
Failure to make employees available for mandatory training shall
constitute an offence under this Act.

Expenses of Training.

The government shall, allocate sufficient amount in the annual budget and
the amount so allocated shall be paid as stipend to the trainers and training
related activities in manner as may be prescribed.
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Chapter VI
Rules, Regulations & Bye-Laws

Powers of the government to Make Rules

The govemment may, by nolification In the official Gazetta, prescribe
Rules, Regulations & Bye-Laws In alignment with this Act for the following

pumposes,

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

To specily the duties of Chlef Inspector, Inspector, Fascue
Superintendent, or any officer of Inspectorate of Mines concerning the
procedure of inspection of mines under this Act.

To define the responsibiities of Owners, agents, Managers,
competent persons, and any other Individuals acting under their
authority.

To frame Rules and procedures for the conduct of competency
examinations for personnel, including but not limited to the following

provisions

(a) prescribe qualifications for Managers and other competent
persons;
(b) establish processes for verifying qualifications and issuing,

renewing, or revoking certificates of competency and medical
fitness;

(c)  determine fees for examinations and certifications; and

(d) outline procedures for investigating misconduct or
incompetence, including the suspension or cancellation of
certificates.

To set forth the conditions under which multiple mines may be
managed by a single Manager, or when a Manager, without the
prescribed qualifications, may manage a mine.

To stipulate the number, qualifications, and duties of appointed
personnel in accordance with this Act.

To regulate the storage, handling, and use of explosives in Mines, in
accordance with the provisions of the Explosives Act of the
[Balochistan],

To regulate the generation, storage, transmission, and use of
electricity in Mines, in compliance with the Regulation of Generation,
Transmission and Distribution of Electricity Power Act, 1997 (Act No.
XL of 1997), and applicable rules.

To regulate the employment of women in mines including:

(@) To prohiblt women employment In mines or specific mining
activities that pose a risk to thelr life, safety, or heaith;

(b) To specify and regulate the matemity benefits and
compensations allowed to women working in mines under this

Act; and
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9)

10)

11)
12)

13)

14)

15)

16)
17)
18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

(¢)  To ensure thal suitable childeare facilities are provided for
chitdren of women amployed In mines, and lo astablish related
standards for room specifications and supervision.

To provide for the training and maedical axamination of mine workers
prior to employment and perfodically thareafler, in accordance with
prescribed Intervals,

To ensure the safely of Individuals employad In minas, inchuding
provisions for proper means of access, shafl fancing, and pattway
safety.

To regulate occupational safety and health practices for both
underground and surface mining operations.

To prescribe personal protective equipment (PPE), clothing, and
respiratory apparatus for all mine workers, and to regulate their use.
To establish provisions for safeguarding against explosions, ignitions,
and water accumulations in mines, and to regulate mineral extraction
in circumstances that may exacerbate such hazards.

To specify the form, content, recipients, and timelines for accident
notifications, mineral output retums, and other reports required under
the Rules.

To prescribe regulations for the inspection of mine workings, disused
areas, and sealed-off zones, and for limiting mining near dangerous
sites such as water bodies or public roads.

To regulate the ventilation of mines and establish actions to address
harmful gases, dust, fire risks, and inflammable materials.

To set standards for the use, care, and maintenance of machinery,
equipment, and materials in mines.

To regulate the safety of haulage roads and ensure adequate lighting
in mines, including the use of safety lamps.

To prescribe facilities for bathing, lockers, and canteens in mines,
including hygiene standards, food quality, and management by
workers.

To define standards for latrine and first-aid accommodations, the
supply of drinking water, medical facilities, and the training of workers
in emergency medical procedures.

To regulate the maintenance of registers and records related to
training, health certifications, safety certifications, and accident
management.

To establish procedures for managing accidents, registering mines,
and furnishing related reports, Including the payment of medical
examination fees.

To regulate the certification of workers for employment in mines,
ensuring compliance with minimum age and health standards.


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

24) To govern the appolntment, functioning, and procadutes of tha Mining
Poard, Mine health and safety committess and Inquiry comemitiess,
inchiding thelr powers and paymen structures.

25) To prescribe practice and provedure for Appellate Tribunal

To prescribe the abstracts of Aot and Rules that are required to be
™ posted at mine site,

27) To establish Rules and guidelines for mine rescue and emergarcy
preparedness; Employees training and establishment of surey

28) To frame a separate set of Rules for different Minerals or differart

types of mining operations, as the case may be, in accordance with
the provisions of this Act,

20) To frame Rules for imposition of mine rescue and recovery fee at the
rate as may be prescribed

30) To provide for any other matters not explicitly covered by the Act,
which are necessary to give effect to the provisions of this Act.

Such decisions by the Chief Inspector shall be temporary in nature and
shall cease to have effect upon the promulgation of the relevant Rules.
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87.

61.

62.

63.

ol an employes

Authority of Chief Inspactor to modify of ravokas ordars,

The Chiel Inspector may, for reasons lo ba recaordad in wiiting, meodify o
revoke any order passed by him of an Inspactor duly suthertzad by biem under
this Act;

Provided that no order prejudiclal 1o the Owner, agent, or Manager shall be
made under this section unless such Owner, agent, or Manager has been
given a reasonable opportunity of being heard In parson or theough an
authorised representative.

Application of the Act.

1) This Act shall apply to all mines situated in the Balochistan, whether
above or below ground within the leased or licensed areas granted
under the Balochistan Mines and Minerals Act, 2025 or any cther
applicable law enforced.

2) If any question arises as to whether any excavation or working in a
mine is within the meaning of this Act, the Mines Health and
Committee may decide the question and in this regard a certificate
signed by the Chairman of the committee shall be conclusive on the

point.
Signing of returns, notices etc.

All returns and notices required to be fumished or given by or on behalf of an
owner of the mine in connection with the provisions of this Act or any rule or
any order made thereunder shall be duly signed and stamped by the Owner
or; agent or Manager.

Registration of Mines

Every Owner or agent of a mine shall register the mine with Inspectorate of
Mines in the manner as may be prescribed.

Every mine shall be registered before commencement of mining operations.
Public Disclosure of Safety Performance

The Chief Inspector may, in the prescribed manner, publish anonymised or
mine-wise safety performance data and accident statistics for the purpose
of transparency and improvement of safety standards.

Annual Mine Safety Report

The Chief Inspector shall submit an annual report on mine safety,
accidents, enforcement actions and training activities to the Government
and the Mining Board.

Continuance of liabllity

Any person who, in any capacity, has or had ultimate control over the
operations or management of a mine shall remain liable for any contravention
of the provisions of this Act, notwithstanding any change In their role or
association with the mine.

51
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64.  Delegation of Powers

The Chiel Ingpector may from tima o ime

1) delegate any of his powers and funclions fo Inapactors or any other
officer of Inepactorate of Mines as may be nacesaary for the dus
administration of this Act, and

2)  vary of revoke any delegation given by him.

Indemnity

No sull, prosecution or other legal proceedings, whatsoaver, shall lia against
any Inspector or Chief Inspector or any officer authorised by Chief Inspactor,
for anything which is In good faith done or intended o be done under this Act.
Removal of difficulties

In the event of any difficulty arising in the implementation of any provision of
this Act, the govemment may, by notification, Issue such orders as it deems
necessary to resolve the difficulty;

Provided that such orders are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.
Such power shall be exercised within two years of commencement of this Act.

Repeal and savings
1)  The Mines Act ,1923 is hereby repealed in its application within the
jurisdiction of the Balochistan.

2)  Notwithstanding the repeal under sub section 1 of section 67, any act
performed, action taken, rule established, or order issued pursuant to
the repealed Act shall, to the extent that it is not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act, be deemed to have been performed, taken,
established, or issued under this Act and shall remain in full force and

effect accordingly.

3)  Any reference made to the repealed Act in any document shall be
construed as a reference to the corresponding provisions of this Act.
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(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

()
(h)
0]
0
(k)
M

Schedule [1)
Occupational Diseases [Bea section 20)

asbestosis,

carcinoma of the lungs;
carbon monoxide polsoning;
dermatitis;

heatstroke;

loss of hearing acuity;
nystagmus;
pneumoconiosis;
Silicosis;

tuberculosis;

tunnel workers Anaemia;
tetanus;
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Bohedule [2)

Exemption of parsona from hours of smployment (880 sub saction 7 section 34)

Persons holding responsible position of managerial or technical charactar or
employed in health services including In the positions listed belkow,

1. Assistant,

2. Managers,

3. Under-Managers;

4, Over-Man,

5. Mechanical Enginears;
6. Engine Drivers;

7. Electricians,

8. Electrical Engineers:
9. Driller In charges;
10. Blaster;

11.  Surveyors;

12.  Inspectors of works:
13.  Clerks;

14.  Overseers;

15.  Doctors;

16. Dispensers;

17.  Health Officers;

18.  Welfare Officers:

19.  Labour Inspectors.
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Behedule (1)

Cognlsable Offences [aee section A4 aubsection 1)

8.No. | Section Name of offence Amaount of fine and tarm of
Sub section | Obstruction Re. 260,000/ to Rs. 1,000 000/
1 of section
4 -
Sub section | Disobedience of orders Rs. 260,000/ to Rs. 1,000,000/
18 of section In case of continuous cantravention,
e the amount of fina may be extendad to

Rs. 1,000,000/ to Rs. 2,000,000/

Sub section | Contravention of law with |Fine extending to the amount of Diyat
19 of section| dangerous results notified by the Federal Government
43 from time to time or (5) Five ysars

a. Contravention resulting
in loss of life

imprisonment or both.

The appropriate penalty will be determined based on the nature and scale of
ining operations and circumstances of the offending.
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Schedule (4]

Section

Name of offence

Sub section
2 of section
43

Falsifying documents

Offences Requiring Prosecution [see section 44 subsection 2)

Amount of fine

e, 100,000/- 1o Fis, 500,000/

Sub section
4 ol section
43

Contravention regarding
employment of persons

Rs. 100,000/ to Rs. 500 000/

Sub section
6 of section
43

Failure to appoint Manager
and competent persons

Rs. 300,000/ to Rs. 1,000,000/

Sub section| Failure fto give notice of

9 of section
43

accident:

a. Accident causing loss of
life

b. Accident causing serious
bodily injury

c. Accident causing
entrapment of persons

d. Failure to make entry in the
prescribed register

Rs. 500,000/- to Rs. 1,000,000/-
Rs. 300,000/- to Rs. 600,000/-
Rs. 300,000/- to Rs. 600,000/-
Rs. 100,000/- to Rs. 200,000/-

ap oo

Sub sactlinn
10 of
section 43

Failure to give notice of
occupational diseases:

a. Occupational disease
resulting in loss of life

b. Occupational disease
resulting in serious bodily

injury

a. Rs. 500,000/- to Rs. 1,000,000/
b. Rs. 300,000/ to Rs. 600,000/

Sub section
12 of
section 43

Failure to provide emergency
rescue plan and arrangements

Rs.  500,000/- to Rs. 1,000,000/~
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& No

iSub section
19 of

1

Wame od 1 fare s Arsarint of fira ]
1
mgeedingln  Ba 00 000/ W Pa 400 000 |
of o The conitt impnaing he fine
Urrdravartiony by  (Peewr)  arddar (he paypmant of harafits 4
Agerd o Manags?  (ad b he warmen by he Cwner,
Ay alie) re Marager sith rmadiata affac)

vention of law with
ngerous resulls
. Contravention resulting
s bodily injury
. Contravention resulting in

ry, or danger to person
ployed in a mine or nthej

rsons in or about the mine

arel the apemilate conet n aware

of Ma perwsr of ravlaion may el
taka surh redar '
Fa. 100,000/ to Be 200 000. |

HHWMHM
lo matarnity barafit urdar is Act,
shall forfalt har rAght & any
matarnity banafit not

already paid o her

‘f‘: Rs. 500,000/- 1o Rs. 1,000,000/-c.

s. 300,000/- to Rs. 600,000/-

Note: The appropriate penalty will be determined based on the nature and scale of
the mining operations and circumstances of the offending.
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Schedule [5)
Offences where Adminiatrative Peanalty can ba Imposed [ses saction 44
aubsection 3]
S.No. | Sectlon Name of offence Maximum fine
1 Sub section | Fallure to fumnish plans Rs. 300,000/
J of section
43 -
2 Sub section | Employment of Children Rs. 600,000/
f;' SocHoN In case of persistert violation, the
amount of fine may be extended lo Rs.
Rs. 1,000,000/-
3 Sub section | Failure to provide First Aid | Rs. 200,000/
7 of section | istent violation, the
43 n case of persis '
amount of fine may be extended to Rs.
400,000/-
4 Sub section | Failure to register mines Rs. 200,000/
8 of section In case of persistent violation, the
43 p ‘
mining operation shall be suspended
by Chief Inspector fill registration of the
mines.
5 Sub section | Failure to post extracts of | Rs. 200,000/-
11 of section | law
43
6 Sub section | Failure to provide Personal | Rs. 200,000/-
lg of section| Protective Equipment In case of persistent violation, the
amount of fine may be extended to Rs.
600,000/-
7 Sub section | Failure to train persons Rs. 200,000/-
14 of section
43
8 Sub section |Failure to comply with |Rs. 200,000/-
lg of section | section 58 In case of persistent violation, the
amount of fine may be extended to Rs.
300,000/- to Rs. 600,000/-
9 Sub section | Contravention by  an|Rs. 200,000/
17 of section| employee
43

Note: The appropriate penalty will be determined based on the nature and scale of
the mining operations and circumstances of the offending.
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Guidelines for Imposition of fine through Challan,

10.

1.

The Chief Inspector o Inspactor authorisad In this bahalf shall, irmposa fine
for the offences specified In this schedula by lssuing a challan in the form
speciiied In Schedule [G) of this Act

The Challan shall be issued In quadruplicate by delivaring threa coples to the
accused after obtaining his signatures of thumb Impression on the fourth copy
1o be retained by the Chief Inspector or the Inspactar, as the case may ba,
for record.

The person to whom a Challan has been lssued under this saction may either
contest the imposition of fine In the court within len days from the date of the
issuance of the tickel or deposit the fine within that period and provide the
original copy of pald Challan to the Chlef Inspactor or as the case may be,
the Inspector authorised by him as a proof of payment.

If an Owner, agent or Manager falled to deposit the fine Imposed within the
specified period, the same shall be referred to the court by the Chief Inspector

or concemed Inspector for recovery.

The Chief Inspector or an Inspector authorised by him in this behalf shall, on
monthly basis, provide a scroll of all unpaid Challans to the court having
jurisdiction in the cases.

The court receiving the scroll shall issue summons to the accused forthwith
stating date of appearance.

Where on the first date of hearing, the accused appears before the court and
produces proof of deposit of fine, or unconditionally admits his failure,
deposits the fine forthwith along with the penalty which shall not be less than
ten percent and not more than twenty five percent of the amount of fine as
determined by the court, further proceedings against the accused may be
dispensed with and no conviction shall be recorded against him.

Upon failure of the accused to appear before the court in response to the
summons, the court shall forthwith issue warrants for arrest of the accused.

The court shall recover the fine under this section in accordance with the
procedure as given in the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898)
relating to the procedure for default in payment of fine.

The fines recovered by the court under this section shall be deposited in the
relevant head of account of Inspectorate of Mines on the challan specified in
Schedule [6] and shall submit original copy of paid treasury challan to Chief
Inspector or Inspector as a proof of payment.

Notwithstanding anything contained in section 32 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure 1898, it shall be lawful for a Magistrate of the First Class to pass
a sentence of fine exceeding ten thousand rupees authorised by this Act on
any person convicted of the offence thereunder.
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Bchedule [6)

Form of Challan [see aection 44 subsaction 3 )

Name and Address of the P YEE TS e R W i s i
...................................................................................................................................

Date and details of offence T OO T PR

Violation of provision of law

Amount of challan
Due date of payment

Head of Account

Seal and Signature of
The Chief Inspector of Mines
lInspector of Mines
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Radochietan Health and Safery Bl i
STATEMENT OF ORECTS AND REASONS

The enitsing aeetes It 8 gl and porsrBaten b i e cmimnyg of Balor Ristan s
previdee Bvrdiband appentasdtioe bn o lge sgment of e popnlation | lnwasse  mine
healthy enbity wnd rencme cpwestioen ba e Prosiors base rontised b ke pogubated anedoe
the Minee At 183N 0 pore paetitionn rolemdal ovn leghilation. whivh doma ant sdoguatuly
addrees the omplevities of moadern mindog practives maebanisation recapatinral kealrh
riehe pmerpeny preperedaces snd omtemperary enfotrement repricemen

2 With the espansion of mining activithes in the Provieee, ineluding beah Large se ale ardl
wmallacale mining operations, the need for & modern, comprebensive, ard provines speeifie
lopal framework 1o safeguand the lives, health, and wellare of mine workers has bocome
essontial The evisting legal framework does not sulficiently Incorporate risk-based safary
management systems, structured inspection mechanisms, institutional accountability, sndd
madern mine rescue and training arrangements.

A The proposed Balochistan Mines Health and Safety Act, 2026 seeks to repeal the
outdated regime and introduce a robust and contemporary statutory framework governing
mine health, safety, and rescue operations in the Province. The Act provides for the
establishment and functional independence of the Inspectorate of Mines; regulation of
mining operations through risk assessment and safety management plans; strengthened
inspection and enforcement mechanisms; constitution of statutory bodies including the
Mining Board, Appellate Tribunal, and Mines Health and Safety Committees; and a
comprehensive framework for mine rescue, emergency preparedness, and workforce
training.

4. The proposed legislation has been prepared as part of the harmonization of mining
laws in the Province and aligns with the Balochistan Mines and Minerals Act, 2025. The draft
has undergone detailed technical scrutiny and has been vetted by the Law & Parliamentary
Affairs Department.

5.  The enactment of the Balochistan Mines Health and Safety Act, 2026 will modernize
the legal framework, strengthen regulatory oversight, enhance worker protection, and
promote safe and sustainable mining practices in the Province.

6. InLight of these considerations, the Balochistan Health and Safety Bill, 2026 is hereby
presented before the Provincial Assembly of Balochistan for enactment in the greater interest

of the province and its minerals sector.
MINISTER FOR MINES AND MINERALS

BALOCHISTAN
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BALOCHISTAN PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

THE BALOCHISTAN WITNESS PROTECTION (AMENDMENT) BIL, 2026

BILLNO. o4 OF 2026,

A

B

1o amend the Balosbistan Wilness Frotecton Act, JOIG (Al IV af JO16)

WHEREAS, i1 v expedient Lo amend the Balochivtan Witnes Proteclion Act, 2006 (At IV of 2016 1o
wrengthen the framework for witness securily and 1o lacilitate effective appearance and testirmany of
witneszes in the Province of Balochistan and for the purpose herealter appearing

1t is hereby enacted as follows:

Short title and
Commencement.

Amendment of Section
1 of Act IV of 2016

Amendment of Section
2 of Act IV of 2016

Amendment of Section
3 of Act IV of 2016

Amendment of Section
4 of Act IV of 2016

Amendment of Section
5 of Act IV of 2016

i

4

-

(1) This Act may be cited as the Bafochistan Witness Profection
{Amendment) Act, 2026. b
(2} It shall come into force at once.

{1) In the Balochistan Witness Protection Act, 2016 [Act IV of
2016), hereafter refered to as the said Act, in section 1, in Sub
Section (2), the expression “except Tribal Areas” shall be
omitted.

In the said Act, In section 2,-
{a) inclause (n), in sub-clause (i), for the expression "twelve
months”, the expression "seven years” shall be substituted;
(b} in clause (p), in sub-clause (i), after the expression “serious
offence”, the expression, "including victim, survivor, and
complainant” shall be inserted.

In the said Act, in section 3, in sub-section (1), for the word
"heinous”, the word “serious” shall be substituted.

In the said Act, in section 4, in sub-section (2), In clause (i), after
the expression "her identity by", the expression "changing his
or her particulars including name and address” shall be

inserted.

In the said Act, in section 5,-

{a) In sub-section (1}-

Pagelofb
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{hadepaivan aball ba g hibifted]

i) i hwiptn () ehall e datwiad

(¥) i claune fe) fod the pepentgion * fhe Seeratary,
Home and Trihal Alales™ the seprasiinn  "fhe
Additlonal  Chisl  Sserstary, MHamea® (Fall e

whtituted,
(iv) il (1) thall bie doloted,
(vl v tlauee (gl afier the word “Baleehistan” ifa

expiestion = or the additlonal lnipsctar Ganaral
nominaled by the Inipsctor Gensral af Pabica”
shall be inseried,

(%] in clause (i), alter the word “Balothistan® the
eapression "or any prosecuting officer naminatad
by the Prosecutor General” shall be inserted,

(wii) in clause (k) for the expression "Additlonal G CID°
the expression "Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Counter Terrorlsm Department (CTD)" shall
be substituted,

{viil)  in clause (I}, for the expression " the Director
General (Levies) Balochistan, Quetta”, the
expression "Assistant Inspector General of Police,
Legal" shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-section (2), for the expression” the Additional Inspector
General, CID", the expression "Deputy Inspector General of
Paolice, CTD" shall be substituted;

(c) after sub-section (3}, the following new sub-sections shall be
added:

"{4) In the absence of the Chairperson, the meeting shall be
chaired by the Additional Chief Secretary, Home Department,
Government of Balochistan.

{5) The gueorum of the meeting shall be one half of the total
members.”

Amendment of Section 7. In the said Act, in section 6, in sub-section (2),-

6 of Act IV of 2016 {a) in clause (a), after the words "of the Unit", the expression "or a
sub-Unit" shall be inserted;

{b) In clause (b}, after the words "any branch office", the expression
"and sub-Unit" shall be inserted.

Amendment of Section 8  In the said Act, in section 7.-
7 of Act IV of 2016 (a) In sub-section (1), the expression " Secretary, Home and Tribal

Affairs”, the expression "Additional Chief Secretary, Home" shall
be substituted;

(b) In sub-section (2}, a comma “(,)* appearing after the expression

Page 20f6
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Cppepprid s Sl Rie o et S Re g RS e d “ant o e
paprrteins L ppbipeind pat mae mapeaigine e ioegened g gl
bap A lerpd

fi] el e vien (1) 8 poms—. LY weesarng afae R Bipragan

Cppebprend ppent (0l e bbb ® o ted @k weid et e ifar e
prpretbion “meeipeed bt 0 pipreiiin Can empead pgan’ ol
e Anleted

Ampndment of beition 8 b 0 ki R i e teen @
Bol At IV of FO1E (8] n dlevee (8] belore e Bagreiiinn ‘Homa Depattmant’ e
papeetien  Add@Ninesl Secrelany,C (bt ba egsetad

(B) ot dhaurse (B), (e Folowing thal be tubatduted °
B Deputy tnapedior General ol polee, Counter  Tarrariim
Department (CTD)",

(e} o clause () the eapression "Additional 1G Special Branch” “Deputy
Invpector General, Special Branch® shall be substituted,

Amendment of Section 30 in the said Act, in section 10,

10 of Act IV of 2016 W in sub-section (1) in clause (e), a comma *()* appearing after the
eapression “conferred upon® shall be substituted with word “or”
and after the expression "assigned to” the expression "or imposed
upon” shall be deleted;

B in sub-section (2), in clause (a), a comma "(,)* appearing after the
expression “conferred upon™ shall be substituted with word “or"
and after the expression "assigned to” the expression *or imposed
upon” shall be deleted.

id in sub-section (3), a comma “(,)* appearing after the expression
"conferred upon” shall be substituted with word "or" and after the
expression “assigned to" the expression “or imposed upon” shall

be deleted.

Amendment of Section 11 in the said Act, in section 11,-

11 of Act IV of 2016 fd in sub-section (2}, @ comma "[,)" appearing after the expression
"conferred upon”, shall be substituted with word "or" and after the
word “assigned” the expression “or imposed upon” shall be

deleted.
bl in sub-section (2) after the expression "Chief Witness Protection

Officer”, a comma “(,}" shall be inserted and the expression
“Witness Protection Unit or the Committee constituted under

section 9 of this Act” shall be added;

{d after sub-section (2), the following new sub-section shall be
inserted:

“(3) The Government may transfer any officer working under the

Page 3of 6
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Provincial Government on deputation basis until regular
appointments are made.”

Amendment of Section 12 in the said Act, in section 12, after sub-section (3), the following new
14 of Act IV of 2016 sub-section shall be added:

“{4)  The protected witness shall be facilitated through the
Witness Protection Officer, who shall escort the witness to a
secure and approved facility where the evidence may be recorded
safely. However, directions or orders of the trial court, if any, shall
be duly observed."”

Page4of 6
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Balochistan Witness Protection Act, 2016 was ena ted 1o provide a legal framework
for the protection of witnesses in criminal proceedings Experience n its implementation has
revealed certain practical and administrative gaps requiring amendment to enhance its
effectiveness and alignment with current legal standards and International best practices
The amendments refine the definition of “serious offences” 1o include only those punishable
with imprisonment of seven years or more, ensuring that protection measures and resources
are focused on high-risk cases. The term “witness” is broadened to include victims,
survivors, and complainants, reflecting a more inclusive and victim-centered approach.

Provisions are introduced to permit alteration of official particulars of protected
witnesses and to establish secure facilities for recording testimony, ensuring protection
against intimidation. Institutional reforms include restructuring the Witness Protection
Advisory Board with judicial representation, quorum requirements, and local sub-units for
improved accessibility and coordination. The amendments also authorize the deputation of
officers pending permanent appointments and clearly define the duties of Witness Protection
Officers for consistent implementation. Collectively, these measures strengthen the integrity,
efficiency, and reach of the witness protection system in Balochistan, ensuring participation
in the justice process without fear and reinforcing public confidence in the rule of law.

/'\“‘
MIR SARFRAZ AHMED BUGTI

CHIEF MINISTER BALOCHISTAN
MINISTER INCHARGE HOME DEPARTMENT
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