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TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT
ISSUVE OF BALOCHISTAN GAZETTE,

BALOCHISTAN  PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT.

Dated: Quetta, the 14 May, 20206
NOTIFICATION. 4
No.PAB/Legis: V (41)/2025/9869. The Balochistan Agriculture Produce

Markets Bill, 2025 (Bill No. 41 of 2025), having been passed by the Provincial Assembly of
Balochistan on 05" May 2026, and assented to by the Governor Balochistan on 14th May 2026, is

hereby published as an Act of the Provincial Assembly of Balochistan.

THE BALOCHISTAN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE MARKETS ACT, 2025,
ACT NO. XI OF 2026.

AN
ACT

to proutde for improved regulation in marketing of agricultural or livestock produce,
development of efficient marketing system, and the establishment and proper administrqtion‘of
markets for agricultural produce in the Prouince of Balochistan and to put in place an effective
infrastructure for marketing of agricultural produce and lay down procedures and systems thereto.

Preamble. WHEREAS, it is expedient to provide for the better regulation of purchase and
sale of agricultural and livestock produce and for that purpose to establish
markets and make rules for their proper administration in the manner

hereinafter appearing.

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

Short Title, 1. (1 This Act may be called the Balochistan Agricultural Produce
extent and Markets Act, 2025.
Commencement.
(2) It shall come into force at once.
3) It extends to the whole Province of Balochistan.
Definitions. 2. In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject or context, —
(a) “Act” means the Balochistan Agricultural Produce Markets
Act, 2026,
(b) “Agricultural Marketing” means all activities and

functions involved in the flow of agricultural produce
from the production point, commencing from the stage of
harvest till it reaches the end consumers, including
grading, processing, storage, transport, passing through
the channels of distribution, necessary for sale and
purchase of the agricultural produce; i

(c) "Agriculture Marketing Development Fund” means the
fund set up under Section 25 (2) of this Act;

(d) “Agricultural Produce” means:
(1) barley and its atta; sattu, bhusa;
(ii) bajra (grains) and its atta; '

(iii) chillies (green, dry and ground);

(iv) cotton un-ginned (phutti), cotton ginned (lint),
cotton waste;
(v) firewood and tanning bark;
(vi) fodders viz, bardana, senji, lucern, shaftal, berseem,
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halgham, guara, chan, bajra, maize, javi, barley,
wheat, jowar (green and dry) and their seeds, methi,
metha, swank, oats, ajwain and also whcat bhogsa,
Jowar and maize stalks as dry fodder;

(vn) fruits and vegetables (fresh and dry) and their
squashes, jams, pickles, cordials, marmalades,
chutnies, sauce, jellies, candies, juices;

(vin)  gram (whole and split) and its chollia, atta, kera,
surri, bura, wanda,;

(1x) Jowar (grains) and its atta; 4
(x) jute (seed and fibre);
(x1) Live plants and floriculture products include live

trees, shrubs, bushes, bulbs, stalks (green or dry);

(xii) livestock viz, (male or female, milch or draft) goat,
sheep, buffalo, cow, camel, horse, donkey, ostrich
and poultry including turkeys (dressed or
otherwise), fish and livestock products viz, beef,
mutton, hides and skins (dry and wet) bones, bone
meals, feeds, wool, hair, eggs, cheese, butter, desi
ghee, milk, curd (dehi) and margarine;

(xin)  maize (grains), maize cobs (dry and green) and its
atta, starch, sugar (glucose) gluten meals and
wastes and corn oil;

(xiv) mehndi (leaves and powder); ¥ o
L4
(xv) oilseeds viz, cotton seed, linseed, sarson, raya,
sesamum, toria, taramira, soyabeen, sunflower, till,
groundnut, castor, palm and their oils, oil-cakes,
hulls, meals feeds, vegetable ghee;

(xvi) pulses (whole and split) viz moong, mash, masoor,
moth, raj mash, arhar, lobia, gram and other beans;

(xvii)  rice (paddy) rice (cleaned), rice (broken)' phak,
parali, hulls, husks (rice silver), parboiled; '

(xvil)  sugarcane, sugarbeet and its products viz gur,
shakkar, sugar (desi and refined), molasses,
sugarcane juice;

(xix)  tobacco leaves, tobacco cured and its snuff or
naswar and guraku;

(xx)  wheat and its atta, maida, suji, dalia, b'sta.rch,
choker, bran, bhusa; and

(xxi)  Any other commodity that may hereafter be
declared by notification to be agricultural produce
for the purposes of this Act;

(e) “Attached Department” means the Agriculture
Extension Department;

(n “Board” means the Agricultural Marketing Dcvclopxﬁcnl
Fund Board, established under Section 25 of this Act;

(®) “Bye-laws” means subject to any Rules made under this
Act, the Market Committee may, in respect of market
committee under its management, make Bye-laws for the
regulation of business and conditions of trading therein;

W

(h) “Carctaker Administrator (Market Committee)" means
an Ofﬁcu( of Agriculture Extension (Wing) of Agriculture &
Cooperatives Department appointed under Section 35 (3) of
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this Act;

() “Chairman” mecans the Chairman of a Market Committee
elected under Section 12 of the Act;

N 0 “Chief Agriculture (Economics and Mnrl_xcting)
Balochistan” means the Chief Agriculture, Economics and
Marketing, Balochistan;

(k) “Cold store” mecans a building or room(s) which can be
artificially cooled so that food can be preserved in it;

(h “Commission agent” means a person who buys or scl!s
agricultural produce including livestock on behalf qf his
principal, or facilitates buying and selling at primary
and other level of transaction, on platform or any other
mode of transaction and activities ancillary thereto,
keeps it in his custody and controls it during the process
of its sale or purchase, and collects payment thereof, if
required, from the buyer and pays it to the seller,
and receives by way of remuneration a commission upon
the amount involved in such transaction,

(m) "Dealer” means any person who within the notified market
arca sets up, establishes, uses or allows to be used any
place for the purchase or sale of the agricultural produce;

(n) “Department” mcans the Agriculture & Coopc,ratiycs
Department; A
(o) “Deputy Commissioner” means the Deputy
Commissioner of the district concerned,
/'L_;\\
745N (p) “Deputy Director of Agriculture (Economics and
/ /—\\ \ Marketing)” means the Deputy Director of Agriculture
ZE] /,? (Economics and Marketing) at provincial level;
= = U+
) oy [
2ﬂ\ (q) “Deputy Director Agriculture (Market Committee)”

2

% means an officer of Agriculture Extension (Wing) of
Agriculture & Cooperatives Department of the Market
Committee concerned;

(r) “Deputy Director Agriculture Extension” means the
Deputy Director of Agriculture (Extension) concerned;

(s) “Director” means the Director of Agriculture (Ecqnomics
and Marketing), Balochistan; o
(1) “Divisional Director Agriculture” means the Divisional

Director Agriculture Extension of the division concerned;

(u) “Director General of Agriculture (Extension)” mecans
the Director General of Agriculture (Extension),
Balochistan,

(v) “Government” means the Government of Bnlochilstm};

(w) “Farmer market” means a place attached to a farm or a
place in an urban area where a grower, group of growers
or their association may directly offer for sale, in bulk or
retail, the agricultural produce to the buyers;

(x) “Grower” means a person having cultivated agricultfiral
land at-least 02 acres who by himself or through tenants
or otherwise grows, rears produces, manufactures or
processes agricultural produce but shall not include a
person, other than a member of a society registered under
the Cooperative Societies Act, 1925, who works as a dealer
or broker either individually or as a partner of a firm of
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dealers or brokers or is otherwise engaged in the business
of disposal storage or processing of agricultural produce;

) “Key service provider” mcans a person who provides
services for marketing of an agricultural produce and
includes a person involved in handling, grading,
polishing, packing, storage, transportation and insurance
of an agricultural produce;

(2) “Licence” means licence granted under the relevant
> gr
provisions of this Act;

(aa) “Licensce” mcans a person holding a licence issued
under the relevant provisions of this Act;

(bb) “Livestock produce” means:

(1) beef, mutton, hides and skin (dry or wet), bones,
bone meals, feeds, wool and hair:

(u) cheese, butter, desi, ghee, milk, curd (dahi),
margarine; and

(i) poultry comprising turkeys, ostrich (dressed or
otherwise), eggs and fish; *

(cc) “Market” means a building, block of buildings, enclosure
or other area, which may be so notified and established in
accordance with this Act for the purpose of wholesale
and/or retail trading of agricultural produce, including
vegetables, fruits (fresh and/or dry fruits) grain and other
agriculture produce market(s);

(dd) “Market Committee” means a market cor;lmittcc
established under Section 7 of this Act;

(ee) “Mashakhore/Pharia” means a wholesaler and/or
retailer working in an agricultural produce market and
licenced under sub-section (2) of Section 9 of this Act;

(fn “Notified market area” means any area notified under

Section 4 of this Act; &

¥
(eg) “Prescribed” means prescribed by rules or bye-laws
made under this Act;

(hh) “Rules” means rules made under this Act;
(i1) “Schedule” means the Schedule appended to this Act;

w) “Secretary” means the Secretary, to Government of
Balochistan, Agriculture & Cooperatives Departmc’ht;‘.

(kk) “Secretary Market Committee” means an officer of
Agriculture  Extension (Wing) of Agriculture &
Cooperatives Department of the Market Committee
concerned;

(1 “Trade allowance” means such allowance as may be

prescribed by Rules or specified in the bye-laws of

market committee made under this Act; "
p!

(mm) “Vice Chairman" means the Vice Chairman of a Market
Committee concerned as provided under Section 12 of
this Act;

(nn) “Wgre-houseman" includes a person who stores any
agricultural or livestock produce not belonging to hiniself
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and charges rent therefor in any form, from the persons
at whose instance the said produce is so stored; and
&
(00) “Weighmen” means any person licenced under sub-
section (2) of Section 9 to function as weighmen.

Notification of 3. The Secretary may, by notification in the official Gazette, declare

:‘::r:;:“cmu " his intention to exercise control over the purchase and sale of such

ontre agricultural or livestock produce, or both, in such area as may be
specified therein.

(2) Every notification issued under sub-section (1) shall— g
(a) specify the area and the agricultural produce or livestock
produce in respect of which control is proposed to be
exercised; i
(b) invite objections or suggestions from all persons likely to i

be affected thereby, within such period as may be
specified in the notification, being not less than fifteen
days from the date of its publication; and T

(c) be given such further publicity, including publication in
local and national newspapers, as the Secretary may
consider necessary.

(3) All objections and suggestions received by the authorized officer
and within the period specified under clause (b) of sub-section (2) shall
be transmitted to the Director General of Agriculture through the
Director of Agriculture concerned or the Secretary of the "Ma_rket
Committee, and where no such officer is posted, through the Deputy
Director of Agriculture (Economics and Marketing) concerned.

(4) The Director General of Agriculture, Balochistan shall, after
considering the objections and suggestions so received and in
consultation with the Director of Agriculture (Economics and Marketing),
submit his recommendations to the Secretary for final decision.

Declaration of 4. () After expiry of the period specified in the notification issued

notified area. under Section 3 of this Act, and after consideration of the objections and
suggestions, if any, received within such period, the Secretary may, by
notification in the official Gazette and in such other manner as may be
prescribed, declare the area specified in the notification under Section 3
of this Act, or any portion thereof, to be a notified market area for the
purposes of this Act, and specify the agricultural produce or livestock
produce in respect of which control shall be exercised therein.
2) The Secretary may, on the recommendation of the Diréctor
General Agriculture (Extension), Balochistan, by notification in the
official Gazette:

(a) exclude any area from a notified market area; and
(b)  include or re-include any area in a notified market area:

Provided that the procedure laid down in Section 3
and sub-section (1) of this Section shall apply, mutatis
mutandis, in relation thereto.

3) From the date of publication of the notification under sub-section
(1) and upon the establishment of a Market Committee under Section 7
of this Act:

(a) notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for
the time being in force, no local authority shall establish or
maintain any market for the purchase or sale of the
agricultural produce or livestock produce within the
notified market area; and
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(b)  no person shall, within such area, set up, establish or use,
or continue or allow to be continued, any place for the
purchase, sale, storage or processing of any agricultural
produce or livestock produce except under and in
accordance with a licence granted under this Act:

-

Provided that no licence shall be required:

(1) by a grower who sells his own agriculq.lml
produce or livestock produce or the produce of
his tenant, either by himself or through a bona
fide agent; or

(1) by a person who purchases such produce for
his private or domestic consumption:

Provided further that in the case of a Market
Committee established for the first time under this Act, no
person shall be deemed to have contravened clause (D) of
this sub-section if he has, within the prescrnibed penod,
applied for the grant of a licence.

(4) No person shall, within a notified market area, store, purchase,
sell or otherwise deal in any commodity which has not been declared as
agricultural produce or livestock produce under this Act

Provided that this restriction shall not apply to shops or services
permitted by the Market Committee for the convenience of market ustrs

Market S.  Subject to such rules as the Government may make in this behalf the

Committee to Chairman or Caretaker Administrator (Market Committee) concerned shall

a’c‘::::"' ronew be the authority to issue license to a dealer or commission agent under
. this Act and to renew such a licence.

Application to 6. (1) Any person who intends to work as a dealer or commission agent in

issue Licence, fee a notified market area may apply on the prescribed form to the Chairman

to be paid and or Caretaker Administrator (Market Committee) concerned for a license or

cancellation or
suspension of
Licences.

for the renewal of the license which shall be granted or renewed, as the
case may be, for such period, in such form, on such conditions and on
payment of such fee as prescribed in Schedule-A:

Provided that the Secretary on recommendation of Market
Committee or Caretaker Administrator (Market Committee), by notification
may review and revise licenses fees rates after every three (3) years:

Provided further that no fee shall be charged from a dca]crk.\\‘hp 1s
Cooperative Society registered under the Cooperative Societies Act, 1925

() License under this Act shall not be granted to a person who -
0] is a minor; or

(1) is found to be of unsound mind by a court of competent
Junisdiction; or

. . ‘.
(1) Civil servant, who is a member of a civil service of the
Balochistan or who holds a civil post in connection with the
affairs of the Balochistan; or

(iv) has a_lrtad)' obtained a licence from another market
committee in the province; or

™ 1s a declared insolvent; or

. >

™) ha_s 'been found guilty of criminal misappmpriation'r or
criminal breach of trust or cheating or any other offence
Involving moral turpitude or an abetment of or attempt to

commit any such offence by a court of competent
Jurnisdiction:

Provided that this disqualification shall not operate
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if a period of three years has elapsed singc the completion
of the sentence imposed on any person in respect of any
such offence.

(3) If any person carrying on business of a dealer in a notified
market area on the date of issue of notification under Section 4 fail§ to
apply for a license within thirty days, from the date of issue of such
notification, the Chairman or Caretaker Administrator (Market
Committee) may refuse to grant him a license unless he deposits late fee
as specified in Schedule-A.

(4) If a person works as a dealer in a notified market area without a
license required under this Section, he shall be liable to fine upto fifteen
thousand rupees (Rs.15,000/-) or imprisonment for a term which may
extend to three months or both, #

(5) The market committee may, on being satisfied that there has
been a breach of any of the conditions of a license, by an order in
writing, cancel or suspend, such licence and may also direct that such
license shall not be renewed for such period not exceeding four months
for a first breach and not exceeding nine months of a second or
subsequent breach as may be specified in that order:

L)
Provided that no such order shall be passed without giving,nthc
licence an opportunity to show cause within 15 days from the date of issue
of the show cause notice.

(6) Any person aggrieved by an order passed under sub-section (5)
may, at any time within one month of the passing of the order, appeal to
the Chairman of Market Committee/Care taker Administrator of Market
Committee against such order. The order of the Chairman of Market
Committee/Care taker Administrator of Market Committee, passed after
providing an opportunity of being heard to the appellant concerned, if
confirmed by the Director of Agriculture (Economics and Marketing) with
approval of Chief Agriculture, (Economics and Marketing) Balochistan, on
appeal, shall be final.

Establishment 7. The Secretary shall, by notification, establish a market committee for every
of Market notified market area.

Committees.

Constitution of 8. (1) A market committee shall consist of either ten or seventeen
the Market members, as the Secretary may determine. 7
Committee.

The Secretary shall appoint the Deputy Director Agriculture (Market
Committee) or Secretary Market Committee as an ex-officio member of
the Market Committee.

(2) The remaining members shall be appointed by the Secretary from a
panel of names submitted in the following manner: -

»

A
(a) the panel shall consist of persons having local/ domicile
of the district concerned;
(b) the panel shall contain names equal to twice the number
of vacancies for each category; and
(c) the panel shall be recommended by the Deputy

Con}missioner concerned and endorsed by the Director
Agriculture (Economics and Marketing) Balochistan. 4

(3) The members appointed under sub-section (3) shall be from the
following categories: -

(a) if the committee is to consist of ten members, they shall be
appointed;

(1) five members from amongst the growers, of the
notified market area concerned; and Tk
(i) two members from amongst persons licenced

Page 7 of 22

CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

—

under Section 6 in respect of the notified market
area concerned; » %
(ii1) one member from amongst from persons licenced
under Section 9 and working as a mashakhor
by (weighman, broker, palledar) in the notified
market area concerned; and

(iv) one member from amongst consumers resident in
the notified market area concerned, who is not a
dealer or a grower.; N
¥
(b) If the committee is to consist of seventeen members, they ‘
shall be appointed: -

(i) nine members shall be appointed from amongst
the growers of the notified market area concerned;

(i) five members shall be appointed from amongst
persons licenced under Section 6 in respect of the
notified market area concerned; 4

(i) one member shall be appointed from amongst
from persons licenced under Section 9 and
working as a mashakhor (weighman, broker,
palledar) in the notified market area concerned;
and

(iv) one member shall be appointed from amongst
consumers resident in the notified market area
concerned, who is not a dealer or a grower.  »

5 If a question arises as to whether any person is or is not a
grower for the purpose of this Act, the decision of the Deputy ‘
Commissioner of respective district shall be final.

(6) Not more than one person related to each other as father, son,
brother, uncle, brother-in-law, son-in-law or their ascendants and
descendants shall be appointed as a member of the same markct
committee. &

7 No person shall be appointed as a member of market committee
for two consecutive terms.

(8) No person shall be appointed as a member of market committee
who is holding a public office.

9) No act done by a market committee shall be called in question
on the ground merely of the existent of any vacancy, or any defect in 1he
constitution of the market committee.

Duties of Market 9. (1) The market committee shall enforce the provisions of this Act

Committees. and the rules and bye-laws made thereunder in the notified market area
and when so required by the Government or Secretary, shall establish
an agriculture produce market therein providing such facilities for
persons visiting it in connection with the purchase, sale, storage,
weighment, pressing and processing of agricultural produce or purchase
and sale of livestock produce, as the case may be, as the Secretary
Agriculture & Cooperatives Department may, from time to time, direct.

() Subject to such rules as Government may make in this behalf, a
Chairman or Caretaker Administrator (Market Committee) shall issue
license to mashakhor/pharia, brokers, weighmen, palledars, tokriwalas
and rehriwalas for carrying on their occupation/ business in the market
area in respect of agricultural produce or livestock produce, as the case
may be, on such conditions and on payment of such fee as may be
prescribed in Schedule-A, and to renew, suspend or cance] such
licences: A

Provided that the Secretary on recommendation of Market

Committee or Caretaker Administrator (Market Committee), by notification
may review and revise licenses fees rates after every three (3) years.
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(3) No mashakhor/phana, broker, weighman, palledar, tokrl\\‘a\l.!s
and rehriwala shall, unless duly authorized by license, carry on his
occupation/business in a notified market area in respect of agricultural
produce or livestock produce, as, the case may be.

Termof office of  10. Subject to the provisions of Section 14, every member shall hold office

members. for a period of three years from the date of his appointment and if on;the
expiry of this period no person is appointed to succeed him, such
member shall, unless the Secretary otherwise directs, continue to hold
office until his successor is appointed:

Provided that such period shall not exceed ninety days from the
date of notification.

Removal of 11. The Secretary may at any time, by notification after recommendation of

members. Director Agriculture (Economics and Marketing) Balochistan, a:flcr
providing the member an opportunity of being heard, remove any
member if such member has, in his opinion, been guilty of misconduct
or neglect of duty or has been wrongly or improperly appointed or has
lost the qualification on the strength of which he was appointed or
whose continuance as a member, in his opinion, is not desirable.

Election of 12. (1 Every market committee shall elect from amongst its members a
Chairman/Vice chairman and vice-chairman, provided that a member who is not a
Chairman. grower shall not be eligible for election as Chairman: »
S ”

i, %y, Provided that minimum qualification for a member to be elected

/{" 7 % as a Chairman shall be matric.

/ \ >

' A [ (2) For such a meeting, the quorum shall not be less than two-third

2, e / of the existing strength of membership of market committee.
2T

Resignationof— 13. (1) A Member of the Market Committee, other than ex officio

Members. Member, may resign from his membership in writing delivered or
caused to be delivered to the Chairman of the Market Committee who
shall acknowledge the receipt of same and the seat of such Member
shall become vacant on the expiry of fifteen days from the date of
acknowledgement of resignation unless within such period such
Member withdraws his resignation in writing addressed to the
Chairman.

2) If the member tendering resignation is chairman himself, he shall
submit his resignation to the Director Agriculture (Economics and
Marketing) Balochistan through Deputy Director Agriculture (Market
Committee) and in case there is no Deputy Director Agriculture (Market
Committee), the Secretary, (Market Committee) who shall forward the
same to the Secretary, for acceptance,

(3) If the resignation, tendered under sub-section (2) above, is not
accepted by the Sccretary, the person concerned shall continue to be a
member,
‘P;lll‘l:l.n:c;:ef' 14. If any vacancy of a member of a market commitiee occurs dud to,his
. death, resignation, or is caused by the removal of any member in

accordance with the provision of Section 11, Secretary may appoint any
person as a member to fill such vacancy in accordance with the provisions
of Section 8:

~ Provided that term of office of the member so appointed shall
expire on the same date as the term of office of the vacating member would
have' expired had the latter held office for the full period allowed under
Section 10 unless there be delay in appointing a new member to succeed
the member first mentioned above, in which case it shall expire on"the
date on which his successor is appointed by the Secretary,

lh:::;:::::::::::ee 18, (1) Every market committee shall be a body corporate by such name
. as the Secretary may specify in the notification establishing it, shall have
perpetual succession and a common seal, may sue and be sued in its
corporate name, and shall subject to the provisions of Section 33, be
competent to acquire and hold property, both movable and immovable, to
) I
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lease, sell or otherwise transfer any movable or immovable property which
may have become vested in or been acquired by it, and to contract and to
do all other things necessary for the purpose for which it is established:

Provided that no market committee shall permanently transfer
any immovable property except in pursuance of a resolution passed at a
meeting specially convened for the purpose by a majority of not less
than three-fourth of the members of the market committee concerned.

(2) No immovable or moveable property the value of which does not
exceeds the prescribed limits shall be acquired or disposed of by the
Market Committee without the prior permission of the Secretary:

Provided that the Secretary may, for the reason to be recorded in
writing, revoke such permission before the completion of the
acquisition or execution of the deed, as the case may be:

Provided further that Market Committee may, with the prior
approval of the Secretary, and after obtaining valuation certificate
from the Revenue officer of the district concerned, enter into agreement
with the owner of any land or building and purchase such land or

building.
i
Sub-committee 16. (1) The market committee may form sub-committees from amongst
and delegation of its member which shall consist of three or more of its members for the

powers, = conduct of any work or to report on any matter or on such manner as

may be prescribed.

(2) The market committee may delegate to or withdraw from any one
or more of its members or sub-committee such of its powers or duties
and in such manner as may be prescribed.

(1) A Market Committee shall meet for the transaction of its
business at least once in two months on such date and at such time, as
the Chairman may determine:

Committce.

Provided that the Market Committee may, in special
circumstances meet at any time and at any place in the notified market
area, as may be prescribed.

(2) One-third of the total number of Members of Market Committee
shall form a quorum for transacting the business at a meeting of'the

committee. The procedure of the meeting will be followed, as may be
prescribed.

Appointment and 18, Government , i : i
Silaries ot wlitiare ent employees appointed/posted in a Market Committee for the

st saroniie. ok purpose of performing functions of the Department under this Act shall

Market Committes. con_tinuc to be govcmgd by the terms and conditions determined by
their appointing authority.

(1) It shall be duty of the Deputy Director Agriculture, Matket
Committee, or Secretary market committee with its staff, to carry into
effect the provisions of the Act, rules and bye-laws, instructions or
directions of the Department.

(2) ) The Government employees shall have an office in the Office
premises of Market Committee and shall be responsible for maintenance
of accounts, punctual rendering of returns, safe custody of cash,

common seal, minutes book and other records and assets of thesMarket
Committee. L)

Subject to such rules as may be made by the Government in this
behalf, a market committee may employ such persons as may be
necessary for the management of the agricultural produce market,
including seasonal and part-time staff, may pay such persons such
salaries and wages as it may think fit and shall have power to control, and
remove them. The terms and conditions of the Contractual Employees

appointed by Director General Agriculture (Extension) in the ,Market
Committee, may be prescribed. ; Py
Employees and 19,

Eve rson employed by i ery
Eabars te e Y Pe pPloyed by a market committee and every member thereof
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public servants. shall be deemed to be a public servant within the meaning of Section 21 of
. the Pakistan Penal Code.
Execution of 20. (1) The Market committce may enter into contract for the purpose of
¢ contracts. this Act.
(2) Every contract entered into by a market committee shall be

subject to the prior approval of the Secretary on the recommendation of
Director General in writing and shall be signed, on behalf of the Market
Committee, by the Chairman or Caretaker Administrator or Secregary
(Market Committee), or, if for any reason the chairman or Caretaker
Administrator or Secretary (Market Committee) is unable to act, by the
vice-chairman of the market committee and shall be sealed with the
common seal of the market committee.

3) No contract other than a contract executed in the manner
provided in sub-section (1) shall be binding on a market committee.

Levy and 21. (1) A market committee may, subject to such rules as may,be

collection of fees. prescribed under this Act, levy fee on agricultural produce basis 'not
exceeding the maximum rate prescribed, on the agricultural produce and
livestock bought or sold by or through a dealer in the notified area. No
transaction of agricultural produce, in the notified market area, shall be
made without payment of such fee:

Provided that —
(a)  no fee shall be leviable in respect of any transaction in which

delivery of the agricultural produce bought and sold isnot
actually made;

(b)  no fee shall be leviable on a person who is not a party to a
transaction; and

(0 no fee shall be leviable in respect of any subsequent
transaction of sale or purchase of the batch concerned
throughout the province. W

2) A market committee may establish Market Fee Collection
Centres/Posts for collecting the market fee in accordance with such
rules as may be prescribed by Government, which shall provide for the
appropriate staff, weights, uniforms and necessity of display of schedule
of charges. Notwithstanding the above, a market committee may
outsource the collection of market fees through open competitive
bidding and in accordance with the procurement laws.

(3) To cover operation and maintenance costs of an Agriculture
Produce Market or Market Area, the Market Committee may collect
maintenance fees from dealers, allied services and mashakhore /pharias
as may be prescribed.

Market Committee 22, (]) All moneys received by a market committee shall be deposited into

fund and budget. a fund to be called the Market Committee Fund. All expenditure incurred
by a market committee under or for the purpose of this Act shall be
defrayed out of the said fund and any surplus remaining after meeting
such expenditure shall be invested in such manner as may be presgribed.

2) The Market Committee may open and maintain its Bhnk
Account(s) with the approval of Director Agriculture (Economics and
Marketing) Balochistan at such scheduled banks as may be prescribed,
to deposit and maintain its funds.

(3) Every market committee shall, out of its fund, pay to the
Government account and Board, such percentage of its income as may be
prescribed.

4) Each Market Committee shall prepare the budget for each I'snancial
year commencing on first day of July of a year and ending on thirtieth«day
of June of the succeeding year showing the estimated receipts, recurrent
expenditure, and development expenditure of the Market Committee or
in such form and manner as may be prescribed and shall submit it
forty-five days prior to the commencement of a financial year to the
Director Agriculture (Economics and Marketing) Balochistan  for
approval.
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